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MOTTO 

 

“Growth is a process of experimentation, a series of trials, errors, and occasional 

victories. The failed experiments are as much as part of the process as the 

experiments that work.” 

(Cherie Carter Scott) 

  









 

 

vii 

 

PREFACE 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent and the Most Merciful. All the 

praises to Allah, the Lord of the universe for giving me a chance and power to finish 

this thesis under the title “An Error Analysis of The Use Simple Present Tense in 

EFL Students’ Descriptive Text”. This thesis is written to make the readers 

understand about the type of simple present tense errors and the causes of the 

students’ error in the use of simple present tense in the students’ writing text made by 

eleventh grade students of SMK PGRI 5 Jember. Error refers to grammatical errors in 

English foreign language students in their text. Hopefully this research can give 

teachers an overview about students’ errors in using simple present tense. The writer 

realizes that this thesis is far from being perfect. Therefore, suggestion and comment 

are needed to make this thesis better. The writer also would like to thanks for all of 

those who have given the contribution so this thesis can be finished. 

  

     Jember, July 25, 2022 

 

     Kusnul Hotimah 

  



 

 

viii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 The completion of the thesis would not have been possible without guidance 

and direction from all parties. The writer would express appreciation to those who 

have helped, namely: 

1. Dr. H. Kukuh Munandar, M.Kes, the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty in Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

2. Nur Kamilah, M.Pd, the Head of English Education Program of Teacher Training 

and Education Faculty in Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

3. Henri Fatkurrochman, M. Hum. as my first advisor. 

4. Yeni Mardiyana Devanti, M.Pd. as my second advisor. 

5. All lecturers of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education in Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Jember who thought me valuable knowledge and skills. 

6. All staff of FKIP in Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember for the best services and 

kindness. 

7. M. Fuadi Farhan S.Pd. as Head of Curriculum in SMK PGRI 5 Jember. 

8. For all those who have been contributed but cannot mentioned one by one. 

 

       Jember, July 25, 2022  



 

 

ix 

 

DEDICATION 

My thesis is honorably dedicated to: 

1. My parents, thank you for your love, motivation, support, prayer, and 

anything else. Because, I can finish my study until University level. 

2. My older brother, thank you very much for all your love, dedication, and 

supports that help me go through this journey. 

3. All my friends who are always there in my heart, thank you for all your love 

and kindness. I wish you all the best and see you on top guys. 

4. All my lecturers of the English Program of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Jember, thank you for all the knowledge.  



 

 

x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER ..................................................................................................................... i  

TITLE SHEET .......................................................................................................... ii  

LOGO...................................................................................................................... iii 

MOTTO................................................................................................................... iv 

AGREEMENT SHEET ............................................................................................. v 

APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................................................... vi 

PREFACE .............................................................................................................. vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..................................................................................... viii 

DEDICATION......................................................................................................... ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................... x 

LIST OF TABLES .................................................................................................. xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES ........................................................................................ xiii 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... xiv 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ............................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Research .................................................................... 1 

1.2 The Problem of the Research ................................................................... 3 

1.3 The Objective of the Research ................................................................. 4 

1.4 Operational Definition of the Research .................................................... 4 

1.5 Significance of the Research.................................................................... 5 

1.6 Assumption of the Research .................................................................... 5 

1.7 Scope of the Research ............................................................................. 5 

 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW .................................................................... 6 

2.1 Second Language Learning ..................................................................... 6 

2.1.1 Contrastive Analysis .................................................................... 6 

2.1.2 Error Analysis .............................................................................. 7 

2.2 Error Taxonomy ...................................................................................... 8 

2.3 Surface Strategy Taxonomy .................................................................. 10 

2.4 The Causes of Errors ............................................................................. 11 

2.5 The Difference Between Error and Mistake ........................................... 12 



 

 

xi 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD .................................................................. 14 

3.1 Types of the Research ........................................................................... 14 

3.2 Data of the Research ............................................................................. 14 

3.3 Source of Data....................................................................................... 15 

3.4 Research Location ................................................................................. 15 

3.5 Data Collection Techniques ................................................................... 15 

3.6 Instrument of the Research .................................................................... 16 

3.7 Technique of Data Analysis ................................................................... 18 

3.8 Technique of Data Verification ............................................................. 21 

 

CHAPTER IV RESEARCH RESULTS .................................................................. 22 

4.1 Research Results of The Types of Errors ............................................... 22 

4.1.1 Omission Error........................................................................... 23 

4.1.2 Addition Error ............................................................................ 23 

4.1.3 Misformation Error .................................................................... 24 

4.1.4 Misordering Error ...................................................................... 25 

4.2 Research Results of The Causes of Error ............................................... 25 

4.2.1 The Questionnaire ...................................................................... 25 

4.2.2 The Interview ............................................................................. 26 

 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION .................................................................................. 30 

5.1 Discussion of The Types of Error .......................................................... 30 

5.2 Discussion of The Causes of Error......................................................... 31 

 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSSION AND SUGESTION ............................................. 39 

6.1 Conclusion ............................................................................................ 39 

6.2 Suggestion............................................................................................. 40 

 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................... 41 

APPENDICES ........................................................................................................ 44 

 

  



 

 

xii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table                                Page  

Table 1: Mistake-Error Differences ......................................................................... 13 

Table 2: The percentage of errors ........................................................................... 22 

Table 3: The percentage causes of error.................................................................. 26 

Table 4: The Students' Response in First Question .................................................. 33 

Table 5: The Students' Response in Second Question ............................................... 34 

Table 6: The Students' Response in Third Question ................................................. 35 

Table 7: The Students' Response in Fourth Question ............................................... 36 

Table 8: The Students' Response in Fifth Question .................................................. 37 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

xiii 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix                   Page  

Appendix 1 Research Matrix .................................................................................. 44 

Appendix 2 Research Letter at School .................................................................... 46 

Appendix 3 List of Students..................................................................................... 47 

Appendix 4 Sample of Students' Writing Task ......................................................... 48 

Appendix 5 Sample of Students' Questionnaire ....................................................... 54 

Appendix 6 Sample of Interview Transcript ............................................................ 57 

Appendix 7 Result Analysis of Writing Task ............................................................ 63 

Appendix 8 Result Analysis of Questionnaire .......................................................... 64 

Appendix 9 Documentation..................................................................................... 66 

Appendix 10 Statement of Originality ..................................................................... 67 

Appendix 11 Curiculum Vitae ................................................................................. 68 

 

 

  


	AN ERROR ANALYSIS OF THE USE SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE
	IN EFL STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE TEXT
	AN ERROR ANALYSIS OF THE USE SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE (1)
	IN EFL STUDENTS’ DESCRIPTIVE TEXT (1)
	1 LOGO
	MOTTO
	AGREEMENT SHEET
	APPROVAL SHEET
	PREFACE
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	DEDICATION
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF APPENDICES
	ABSTRACT
	CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background of the Research
	1.2 The Problem of the Research
	1.3 The Objective of the Research
	1.4 Operational Definition of the Research
	1.5 Significance of the Research
	1.6 Assumption of the Research
	1.7 Scope of the Research

	2 CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW
	2.1 Second Language Learning
	2.1.1 Contrastive Analysis
	2.1.2 Error Analysis

	2.2 Error Taxonomy
	2.3 Surface Strategy Taxonomy
	2.4 The Causes of Errors
	2.5 The Difference Between Error and Mistake

	3 CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD
	3.1 Types of the Research
	3.2 Data of the Research
	3.3 Source of Data
	3.4 Research Location
	3.5 Data Collection Techniques
	3.6 Instrument of the Research
	3.7 Technique of Data Analysis
	3.8 Technique of Data Verification

	4 CHAPTER IV RESEARCH RESULTS
	4.1 Research Results of The Types of Errors
	4.1.1 Omission Error
	4.1.2 Addition Error
	4.1.3 Misformation Error
	4.1.4 Misordering Error

	4.2 Research Results of The Causes of Error
	4.2.1 The Questionnaire
	4.2.2 The Interview


	5 CHAPTER V DISCUSSION
	5.1 Discussion of The Types of Error
	5.2 Discussion of The Causes of Error

	6 CHAPTER VI CONCLUSSION AND SUGESTION
	6.1 Conclusion
	6.2 Suggestion

	7 REFERENCES
	APPENDICES

