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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses some aspects dealing the topic of the research. They 

are the background of the research, the problem of the research, the objective of the 

research, the benefit of the research, the scope of the research, and the operational 

definition of the research. 

 

1.1 Background of the Research 

English is one of the most important languages to study in today's global era. 

English has been classified as the International Language, it is automatically used to 

communicate around the world. As a result, English has become one of the most 

important subjects in Indonesian schools, from elementary school to university. 

English refers to the entire component. Grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, 

functions, and levels of formality are examples of English aspects; listening, reading, 

writing, and speaking are examples of English abilities that should be learned. 

Grammar and writing, for example, are linked to all other language features and skills 

(Pollard, 2013) 

 Writing is one of the most essential ways of communication in English. It is 

not only about writing, but also about how students will express their thoughts, 

feelings, and opinions. The objective of writing, according to Broadmen and 

Frydenberg (2002), is to explain massage. It means that the writer must pay attention 
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to how he or she expresses thoughts in writing so that the reader understands the 

meaning of the information that the writer wants to convey. Students, on the other 

hand, find writing challenging since they must think critically and be mindful of how 

to express themselves. Students must be aware of the usage of grammar in writing in 

order to do this. 

Grammar is a crucial component of language acquisition. According to 

Debata (2013), knowing grammar helps learners identify mistakes and improves their 

writing or speaking skills. Students can learn how to construct and integrate words 

into coherent clauses and sentences by learning grammar. There are so many topics in 

grammar that should be learned by the students at school, such as tenses, verbs, 

gerunds, adjectives, singular and plural, clauses, and so on. In learning grammar, 

some students ever make errors of the words in sentences, especially in plural and 

singular nouns.  

 Regular and irregular forms of verbs and nouns occur in English. Nurhayati 

(2017) is one of the academics who has looked into the English verb forms. She 

recognized the types of errors made by EFL students in general. Nofriani (2018) 

discovered that irregular nouns have different plural forms from single nouns. In her 

research, she discovered that many students forget the right structures of irregular 

plural nouns unless they use them on a daily basis. Plural nouns are an important 

component of grammar to learn and master. In plural nouns, a noun may simply add 

the suffix "-es/-s" to the end of the latter, as in "piano" becoming "pianos," but some 

words that use plural have the latter changed by adding "-es/-s," as in "baby" 

becoming "babies," and "knives" becoming "knives"; irregular nouns in plural do not 
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add the suffix "-es/-s," as in "man" becoming In this scenario, the students are still 

confused and have encountered issues with singular and plural nouns. The errors can 

be found in many kinds of writing, especially the writing of beginners, such as short 

story, narrative text, descriptive text, and others 

In previous studies, most of researchers analyze the general errors in 

descriptive text ( not only for singular and plural) . The other researcher also research 

the error of singular and plural in speaking (Nufus, 2017) and there is one researcher 

that analyze the singular and plural in descriptive text of junior high school students 

( Purnamasari, 2015), but her research is study case and using students descriptive 

writing text from teacher to be observed while in this research the method is 

descriptive qualitative and the task of descriptive text will be given by the researcher. 

For the novelty, the researcher using descriptive qualitative method using two 

instruments, observation table and interview to find deeper data about students type 

and cause of errors in using singular and plural noun. Here, the researcher try to find 

the type of error in using singular and plural to find the cause of the its error. 

The problems faced by seventh grade students of SMP Miftahul Ulum, they 

have problems in using singular and plural in writing descriptive text. They cannot 

write well and also often make grammatical errors in writing such as the use of 

singular and plural. The researcher is interested in analyzing students' writing, 

especially their use of singular and plural nouns, based on the explanation above. The 

researcher would like to conduct study on the topic of an analysis students’ errors 

using singular and plural nouns in writing descriptive text by eight grade students at 

SMP Miftahul Ulum. 
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1.2 Problem of the Research  

Based on the background of the study above, the writer proposes the research 

problem  

1. What type of students’ error in using singular and plural nouns in writing 

descriptive text ? 

2. What are the cause/ source of errors in the use of singular and plural in writing 

descriptive text ?  

1.3  Purpose of the Research 

The purposes of this research : 

1. To find out types of error in students' use of singular and plural nouns in 

writing descriptive text. 

2. To find out what are the sources of errors in using singular and plural nouns in 

writing descriptive text. 

1.4  Significance of the Research 

The writer hopes that the findings of this research can give a contribution to 

English teaching and learning. It has two major significances, they are theoretical and 

practical significances: 

1.4.1 Theoretical Significance 

The result of this research is generally to investigate students' error in using 

singular and plural nouns in writing descriptive text.  

1.4.2 Practical Significance 

For the  teachers the result of this research can give an overview to assist 

students in using singular and plural nouns in writing descriptive text.  
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1.5  Scope of the Research 

This research is focused to investigate seventh-grade students of SMPN 

Miftahul Ulum  in using plural and singular nouns in writing descriptive text. 

1.6  Operational Definition of the Research 

In order to prevent misunderstandings, the researcher should define the 

following main terms: 

1.6.1 Error Analysis 

Error analysis is an activity to reveal errors found in writing and  

speaking.It is impossible that learners never make some errors in language  

learning process. Students must get through some errors first, and they automatically 

they can learn from their own errors to achieve the English acquisition . Finding out 

the learners’ error then analyzing it is called error analysis. 

1.6.2 Plural and Singular Noun  

Nouns are divided into singular, plural nouns. The noun is used based on the 

number of objects that are informed. Singular nouns are nouns that indicate a number 

of objects. These nouns usually start with the article "a, an, the". Plural nouns are 

used for more than one object. Nouns will be followed by a suffix or addition in the 

form of "-s" or "-es". The use of these two additions cannot be arbitrary.  

1.6.3 Descriptive Text 

A descriptive text is one that explains, describes, or characterizes something. 

This thing can take the form of animals, objects, places, and other things. Typically, 

descriptive writing is written in the present tense and focuses on a specific object. In 

the description text, the object is then described in further detail. 


