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Learning Strategles for Early Childhond Education During
Cowid-19 Pandemic
Khairiyah, Yeni Mardivana Devant

A Introduction

Simce the end of 2019 people around the workd, induding
Indongsia, have experlanced abmormal conditons due to the
Covid-19 pandiemic. During the pandemic, there were many
changes n various aspects of soclal lufe (Fahlefl, 2012, Meutia,
J0H0; Wijewa, 2012). One of the impacts felt by almost all levels
of society is m education field (Saleh, 2020). Before the
pandemic, education s generally carried out fioe-to-face, but
during e pandemie itis changed 1o distaice learming through
online netwarks, which are carried out from different places.
TIeS palicy is Tk by the Gowernenet aid the contmimity to
anticipate the transmission of the Covid-19 outhreak. The
onlime learning policy 15 enforced at all kevels of education,
without exception, from preschool education to higher
education [Almarzaog et al, 2040, Widyawat, 2020).

Tedching and learming process can be carried oul using
online network that rely on informatan technalogy (Alan,
2020, Upiti et 4k 2021), There are & number of anking
eommunication service providers offering and marketing their
produrts o support virsd meetings in the context of teaching
atl lzarning. There are some services that have been used by
the community or sducational groaps for the implementation
of o learnirg for example; Zoom Meeting, Googhe Meet,
Giagle Classroom, Micrasoft Team, Team Link. Whatsapp, and
5001

The application of anline |Earning certainly causes
changes and ronsequences, both posifive and negative,
Hawever, the changes that accur In emergency sitaatians can
lead b valushle lessons for the development of dvilization,

especially in education. This alsa happened to early childhood
education [Meutia, J000; Djin et &L 2021, Widyawat, 2020)

In early childhood education, changes are felt and must
b faced with adaptatian as a result of these crcamstances, The
i ties whia Feed Dl change e students, parents, and tesliens
(Pramling, 2020). Because of the emergency and Kmitations,
mvany teachers find it is difficult to maintain their teaching and
learning process (Dyal & Tike, 2020; Ford et al, 2021; (Keeffe
& McNally, 2020), The teaching and kearning process under
normal circumstances is carried out directly {offing], o that
learning aspects can be achieved, namely cognitive, affective,
al peychomotor aspects. However, the pandesiic has forced
learning to be turned into anline learning, to connect teachers
an studenis froe far apart

Learning strategies for early childbood are designed to
enahle students to interact and engage in activitees with fellow
students, individisally and collectvely (Abdar, 2021; Hewi, &
Asnawati, 2021; 0'Keefie & Mchally, 2020). These designed
artivities can be n the form of playing. Flaying as the main
activity for children intended to lay the foundations for the
development of attitudes, kmowledge, and skills, & well as to
fster creativiry needed by students in arder to adapt 1 their
environment Moreover, it ts crucial to support the growth and
development of children in the next phase. Learing for early
chikdhand students is designed as a bearning activity that is
adapted to the children's age level Therefore, it must be
aeooimpanied By (e development ol an  appiopiiae
curriculum, In this case, the curmculum is a set of kaming
plans prepared by educaors by presesting leaming
experiences o children through playing. The intended
teaching and learning strategy is mare emphasieed 5o that
sludesls Ghke part o active bearning whish @5 also
accompanied by teachers [O'Keeffe & McMally, 2020,
Widyawatl, 2020), In this case, teachars s facilkators hedp
shudents to achieve eage and smooth learning.

In early hildhood education, plaving is the dominant
learning activities, Here e fescher propares learsing




materials and chooses the strategles used in the acties
(Suyadi, 2020). Furthersore, Sujians & Sujions [2011) state
that in early chibdhood kearning, the efforts of curriculum
developmant  concretely  contaln  children's  learning
ogperiences through play. The learming given 1o ey
childhand is based on the potential and developmental tasks
achlevied i the contest of mastering chikdren's competenicies
According to Novan, Andy, & Wiyani [2016), teaching and
learning for early childhoad students st be adjusted to their
ige, in other words the teaching and learming process must be
In accordance with the students age. Moreaver, It has o be
attraceive and can stinilate students to follow so that the
competence of students can be achieved

Mirieg the pandeiic, the gaverment a5 the party
disthortzied b enforce online barning therefore techers an
required to use special strategies so that teaching and learning
for early childhood stadents run affectively. This sdy wis
conductesd to explore more deeply about the onlime learming
strategies carried out during the pandemic. The abjectives can
be stated as follows: To describe twaching and Jearning
strategles for early childhond students during the pandemir,
aisd o deseribe th implaentarion of teaching and learning
process for early childhond students during the pandemic.

B Method

Qualitative approsch i used in this study. Here, the
researcher ats a5 the main instrument. In addition to
collecting data and then analyzing the datd obained, the
researcher is also directly invalved in all stages of the research
process. This study 15 set in a natural suting, so the data s
presented s what is Founel in the fehd. The ressarch results are
presented descriptively using wards and sentences to describe
thie state af the obfect, 19 this qualitative appeaach, the process
becomes mare important than the result. The formulation of
thi prioblim s determined a th forus of the research while
inductive pattern is wed in data anabydis. Such methods dod
approaches were chasen by referring o Maleong [2002:48)

The respondents were 10 teachers and 10 student
fuarerits of TH ABA 4 Mangli Jember. Dt was éodlected through
interview. [n connection with the policy of lmiting dorect
Interaction, Interviews were canducted using phane and
WhatsApip apphication, Secondary datd was abitained froem both
printed and anline sources, including journal, articles and

books. The analysis was carried ot using an interactive
analysis mode| which incladed data collection, data reduction,

dlata display, and conclusions,
€ Discussion

Teaching and Learning Frocess during Fandemic

The data In this study was taken from the
Innplemeitation of teachieg and hearning process during the
pandemic 3t TK Ayiyah 4 bangli jember, which was obtained
tesing oline communicatinn methods, student home visits, and
Chrougeh lionited Face-to-Face meetings. Faie-to-faoe activities g
pceurs in normad Hmes were replaced with bearning through
onllne networks n accordance with the Government’s policy
which prahibits face-to-face meetings. Teaching and leaming
process was carried out using apgllcation agread by the
educatianal institution and parents
1) Online Teaching and Learning Steategy

1) WhatsApp

Thé iimplesmentation of oaline learing at TH Alsyivah
st WhatsA pp application with the consideration thit mast of
the parents had the application. The fallswing are the steps in
teaching and learning process wsing Whatspp apphication;
first, the teacher creates 3 WA group that was used for
commanication and learing facilities. Second, th teachar
wrote messages in the form of learning materials and
asslgnmeats that would be used by students and thedr parents
b studly. Third, parents uploaded assignments in the farm of
phoéos to report the results of the actwvity that have heen dane
by stdets,




The teaching learning process carried out through
WhatsApp tures out to be growing in variety. In the beginning
teachers and parents only communicated through writing
then It developed using voice nates. This development was
certainly welcomed by the students, who previously could only
listen when their parents read 2 message from their teacher,
now they coukd hear directly the wice of the teacher who was
greeting and giving information and giving instructians for the
tasks 10 be done, The implementation of this strategy wis
increasingly diverse until then using video calls. By using video
calls, shadents were mare enthusiastic to study. However, 1t
tugned out that theye was a probles where video calls can anly
facilitate 4-8 students even though in oae group there were 12-
15 students.

b) Zoom and Google Meet

Zoam and Google Meet applications had been used by
Legchers in the implementation of onbine learaing but oaly for
a few times, Teaching and Learning process using Zoom s
Goagle Moet applicattons dsd make some students happler, this
coukl be seen at the meeting the students were more
enthustastic and happy because they could see thelr teacher
aid friends, However, for most students, this was not the case
because parents did not have supporting devices, namely
laptops, or phooes that were completed with the application
meedled. It also caused by busy parents so that they could not
accompany their children. In addition teachers also
experienced problems with IT mastery, both in operatiag or
preparing media in teaching and learning process. Teachers
were not used 1 make videos or PFT with applications as a
means of teaching materials. Apart from the obstacles
mentioned ahove, there was an important factor that often
hinders bearning it is e unstabde signal

Figure 1. Screenshot of virtual teaching and learning process

Communication using online networks far early
chikihood hesrning is not easy, due to several Bactors (Alan,
2021; Foed et al, 2021, 0'Keefle & McNally, 2021), There are
severnl things that must be considered by educators or
institutions before making a choice, both related to parental
background, Jocation where they livo, and the condition of
stodents. This must be considered becsuse the learning
process invohves all parttes, teachers, parents, and students. in
teaching aad learning process, teachers and pareats an
required to be able to operate applications on devices used in
the activities. Along with the varsety of alternatives used in
learning activities, many meclia can be chosen, During the
process madia has an important function, so (t must be sultable
with students’ needs and circumstances (Alan, 2021; Dayal &
Tika, 2021).

Teaching learning durtng pandemic 15 an unusual
situation, because it is necessary to build good refationships
id cooperation between all parties, namely teachers, parents,
and students (Khadigah & Gusman, 2020). Each peeforms its
role, such as a teacher as an activity phanner and assessor of
Iearning outcomaes, while parests act as mentors at home must
follow the development of the teaching hearning process (Hewi
& Asmawat, 2020). In these circumstances, teachers ar
rexquired to work more creatively i preparing besson plans
which Inchude teaching materials, methods, making Jessan
plan, learaing implementation, and the assessment system




wsed. Teachers' creativity is expected to generate mberest and
stimulate studerts’ enthusias in learming provess (Fabiring
al., 2020]. In additian ti the creativity required, teachers must
also always pay attention to important things related to
leaining, inchuding the studedits: lamily conditio {Jalal, 2020),

In online learning, that 15 carvied out remotely, the
teachier must make preparations, inclading teaching amd
learning tools, meda and applications. Other things tht mast
alsa be prepared are schedules and learning strategies, The
inibernet network is something that must get special attention,
because a weak or less stable internet network can interfere
thee effectivenses of Waching and learing process so that
stutents less mterested in online leaming (Ayund et al, 2020;
[ini, 2031; Wikandari & Parwants, 2020)

1) Home Visit Strategy

Home visis or visiting students homes (s ome of the
learning strabegies during the pandemic. It i attended by
stutents Individually or group of students who live dose
fogether in certain area, During the teaching and learning
process teachers and students had to apply health protocals,
including social distancing and no (rowds, however the
Piiring Bearning pocess must be nanding well, This kearning
strategy for early childhood was more effective and sultable
than learniig Uhitogh networks By usng th siratesy,
students were more enthusiastic ahout learning because they
okl meer thedr teacher divectly; in additicn, they were
encourdged to hive competition with their friends during the
study. Hore, the teacher of each class visited the students
doegording t their chiss, However, e duration of ledrming Gme
wis not llke learning at school, which means that the teacher
[imerect the time o that all of students could be visited
according to the schedube that had been made and agreed by
the piringipal.

Bl are several atges in haie visis waching aid
learning strategy during the pandemic at TK Atsyiyah 4 Mangli.

1) By holding 2 200m meeting teacher ansounced to student
pareils that the teaching and beirning process would be
carried out wsing home visit strategy; 2] in the meeting the
teachier explained about the Implementation of Home visis
lesaiil g strategy atd te duration (It ook an bour of eack); 3]
recording students” home [ocation. Because home wisit
|l.*3r'l'lil'll strategy are divided it fwi type, namely individual
and group therefore the teacher nesded information abous
studants’ ame locatian., 4] The teacher arranged the e and
place to do hame visit ; 5) the teacher asked student parents
who did not agree and who agreed with the strategy.
Furthermore, if thare was to objection, finally, the wacher
mate home visit schedules, included the activity that would be
b during the visit,

VIDEQ FEEDBACK DARTANAK

Figure L Sereenshat of students ativity viden

As stated abave that there were two types of home wisit
sirategy &t TK Aisyivah + Manghi, namely individual home visits
and group home visits. The first type was individual home
wisits It was implesnented when the student home ws far from
the others, so they could not gather in one house with ather
friends. There were same ohstacles mxperienced by teachers
during the individual hoee visis, When the teacher came o
visit a student individually, the stadent felt uncamdnrtable and
aven afraid to meet the teachar in persan, becavse the
mietings before had been combucted onlice. Student dko folt




unhappy when the teacher came because they could not play
With their Iriends,

Figure 3. A teacher conducts a group home visit

The second type was a group home visi, it was carried
out because the houses between students were close and some
weee side by side so that teaching learnieg process could he
cartied out in one house consisting of about 3-4 studeats, This
type of home visits learning was more efficlent since it was
easier for the teacher to deliver the material in limited time,
Students et happier becouse they could gather with their
friends and were mare enthusistic about learning,

Parents were also bappy with the imphementation of
bome visit teaching and learming strategy, because their
chikdren could do face-to-face learing even though they were
mot at school, 1t gave students the same experience i a face-to-
face: study [n school, even though the tinw and place were
different, Parents also comveved to the teacher that it helped
them 3 lot to deal with their chikdren In studying, The teacher
Invited Individual bonwe visit participants who wish to joln and
participate in group home visits, By the policy the parents felt
happy and calm, the students were also enthuslastic after
knowing that they were allowed to take part in a group home
visit at ooe of thelr frieods” hames.

e 3

Below are the advantages and disadvantages of Home
visit teaching learning strategy, The advantages of this strategy
are: 1) students can interact directly with friends and teachers,
biesldes they can traln their sockal skills during the interaction
with [riends and teachers; 2} With this strategy parents no
longer need intermet access, but teachers still need it to deliver
material from the internet

The dsadvantages of this strategy are; 1) teachers need
more time and energy, because they have 1o visit students’
homes, 2) students canot take lessons every day, because the
teacher carries out learning in rotation from one cluster to
anather cluster

Limited Face-to-face Teaching and Learning Strategy

The implementation of the Limited Facesto-Face
Teaching and Learning Strategy took place afer Jember
Regency was declared to be at level 1 of COVID-19 pandemic, it
meant that the pandemic condition had subsided. Therefore,
teaching and learning process can be carried out directly or
face-to face at TK Aisylyah 4 Manghi with very strict health
protocols. Students had t alveady wear masks when they
entered the school gate, then the teacher told them not to shake
hands, no to play, and directly entered the dassroom after
washing their hands. Students who attended school were
divided Into two groups In order to (mplement physical
distancing. Learning materias could not be fully implemented
due to the limited time, However the parents were still happy
with this imited face-to-face teaching leaming process. One of
the parents stated *Alhamduliflah, we re refieved because the
chikren are able to study at school, the children already miss
the teacher and their friends, even thoagh it is not completely
mormal as the condition before pandemic” (interview with
Aftar's mother).




R Comclazion

Based on the explanation amd analy<ss above, the
teaching and kearning process carmied out by TKE Alsyiyah 4
Mangli during Covid-19 pandemic was using distance learming
strategies; online and offline tesching amd learming strategy.
(nline learming weas carried et thireuagh social media, namely
YhatsApp Growps (Desl iessages, yodie nodes amd video calls),
Google Meet and Zoom applications. Meamwhile, offfine
learning were carried ouwt throwgh home visits and Limited
Face-to-face Teaching and Learming Strategy. In home wisit
strategy, students were divided into groups of 4 or 5 snisdents,
each growp was vizited by the beacher once ina week. Inlimited
fce-to-face teaching and kearning strategy, the process of
repching and learning was carried out in schosols with a linited
rrumber of students inan hour or 60 minates for each meeting
Amnng these sirategies. the most Geored by parents was
limited lace-to-face teaching and learming strategy.  The
following are the percentage of calculation; Hmdbed Esce-to-face
teaching and kearning stravegy (70%:], home ¥iSiie sirategy
(Z0%:] amsd ondine strategy [10%].
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