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ABSTRACT

Writing is one of the important skills in teaching English. In this research,
the students especially class VII have difficulties in writing. Based on the problem
above, it was important to overcome the student problems, so that the students
writing ability could be improved. It is a suitable strategy in teaching writing used of
spelling games.
The problem in this research is “Does using spelling games have any

significant effect on the seventh grade students’ writing ability at SMP
Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat in 2015/2016 academic year?”.

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether there is or not significant
effect of using spelling games on the seventh grade students’ writing ability at SMP
Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat in 2015/2016 academic year.

The kind of this research is experimental research. The design of this research
is randomized control group pre-test and post test design. To collecting the data.

The result is by using spelling games can give a significant effect, because
can improve the students’ writing ability. Because by using spelling games the
students can observe, listen, and look the process that the teacher was shown directly.
So that, the students more understand about the lesson.
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ABSTRAK

Menulis adalah salah satu keterampilan penting dalam mengajar bahasa
Inggris. Dalam penelitian ini,
siswa khususnya kelas VIl mengalami kesulitan dalam menulis. Berdasarkan
permasalahan di atas, itu penting untuk mengatasi masalah siswa, sehingga siswa
kemampuan menulis dapat ditingkatkan. Ini adalah strategi yang cocok dalam
pengajaran menulis digunakan dari permainan ejaan.

Masalah dalam penelitian ini adalah "Apakah menggunakan permainan ejaan
memiliki dampak yang signifikan terhadap kemampuan menulis ketujuh siswa kelas
di SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat di 2015/2016 tahun akademik?".

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui apakah ada atau tidak
pengaruh signifikan dari menggunakan game ejaan pada kemampuan menulis ketujuh
siswa kelas di SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat di 2015/2016 tahun akademik.

Jenis penelitian ini adalah penelitian eksperimental. Desain penelitian ini adalah
kelompok kontrol acak pre-test dan post desain uji. Untuk mengumpulkan data.

Hasilnya adalah dengan menggunakan permainan ejaan dapat memberikan
efek yang signifikan, karena dapat meningkatkan kemampuan menulis siswa. Karena
dengan menggunakan permainan ejaan siswa dapat mengamati, mendengarkan, dan
melihat proses yang guru ditunjukkan langsung. Sehingga, para siswa lebih
memahami tentang pelajaran.

Kata kunci: Kemampuan Menulis dan Permainan Ejaan

INTRODUCTION

In learning English there are four skills that must be mastered by students,
there are listening, speaking, reading and writing. Writing is generally known as a
way to communicate by expressing feelings or minds in written form to give
information to readers. To write well, a writer must have good capabilities in writing
process and aspects of writing. Spoken language, for a child, is acquired naturally as
a result of being exposed to it, whereas the ability to write has to be consciously
learned (Harmer, 2004:3). Writing is frequently usefull as preparation for some other
activity, in particular when students write sentences as materials for discussion
activities. Writing can also be used as an integral part of a larger activity where the
focus is on something else such as language practice, acting out or speaking.

A writer must be able to organize the idea, to construct the sentence, to use
punctuation and spelling well and also to arrange their writing into cohesive and
coherent paragraphs and texts. Considering the abilities that should be fulfilled bya
good writer, learners usually get difficulties in writing, such as in vocabulary and
grammar.



Word spelling is one theimportant aspects in writing. However, most students
still make many mistakes in writing English words. Words are often not pronounced
as one might expect from their spelling (Harmer, 2007:43). Actually, not only the
students who make many mistakes and have problems with spelling words but the
native speaker also have problem with spelling correctly. One of the main reasons for
this problem is that so many English words are not spelled as they are spoken. This
differences between pronunciation and spelling that causes a lot of confusion.
According to Harmer (2004: 46), “English spelling rules do often have exceptions
but these only applied to a small number of individual words”.

The research focuses on investigating the effect of word spelling games on the
seventh grade studens’ writing ability at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat in the
academic year 2015/2016.

RESEARCH METHOD

The kind of the research is experimental research in which it aims to
investigate the effect of word spelling games on the students’ writing ability.
Arikunto (2006:3) states that experimental research is the way to look for the relation
cause and effect between two variables. In addition, Suryabrata (2004:88) says that
experimental research is a research which involves a study to see an effect of one
variable to other variable by giving treatment for experimental group. Furthemore, the
researcher takes both two classes and divided both of them into experimental group
and control group, whereas class A as the control group and class B as the
experimental group.The variables of this research are Word Spelling Games as the
independent variable and Writing Ability as the dependent variable.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

RESULT

This research was conducted from May 31" 2016 until June 4™ 2016.. The
data of this research are about the effect of Word Spelling Games on the students’
writing ability.

The data of the research had been collected by using a test. The test consisted
of 25 items. The post test had been administed as soon as giving treatment to the
experimental group by using Word Spelling Games and there is no treatment
anymore for control group, it was given test for both group as post-test. The total
score of post-test result of experimental group was 432. The total score of post-test
result of control group was 378.

From those deviation, the data was analyze, and the mean score of
experimental group was 18. 782 and the deviation score was 59. 913 while the mean
score of control group was 16. 434 and the deviation score was 231. 652 (see
appendix 21).

Based on the description above, the calculation was calculated by t-test
formula, it can be known that the statistical value of t-test is 2.02, whereas t-table at



5% significant level for df = 44 was 2.02. it means that the value of t-test in this
research was higher than value of the t-table (3.09 > 2.02) (see appendix 21).

DISCUSSION

Based on the result of the test analysis in the problem of the research in
chapter 1V, the value of t-test was higher than the value of t-table (3.70>2.02). It
showed that the null hyphotesis (Ho) was rejected. And the alternative hypothesis
(Ha) was accepted. It could be happened because the Word Spelling Games as the
alternative in teaching and learning process.

The purpose of learning English is to master the four language skills, they are
listening, reading, speaking and writing. Writing is one of the important skill to
learning English because almost all human beings grow up speaking as their first
language and their second or third language of course writing has to be taught.
Spoken language, for a child, is acquired naturally as a result of being exposed to it,
whereas the ability to write has to be consciously learned. Besides that, (Depdiknas,
2004:11) states that one of the objectives of teaching English is developing the ability
of communication in the target language (English), in the spoken and written form.
Writing helps someone to express their idea, feeling and though which may be cannot
say directly on a paper accurately. Concerning with this, it can be said that writing
English word needs special attention in English teaching and learning by giving more
writing English word in the classroom.

Word are important to make learners to communicate in the target language.
Someone would not be able to express his/her idea either in oral or written form
easily without having sufficient words. Because teaching English word is not apart
from vocabulary, this research focuses on the students writing English word dealing
with noun, verb and adjective.

Teaching writing English word does not only teach about the meaning of the
word, but also including the spelling, pronunciation and the usage. The researcher
knows that using Word Spelling Games is one of the alternative way that can be used
to make teaching and learning interesting, fun and enjoyable because it invite the
students to work together in the group and build the compactness with the group.
Clarke (2007) states that word spelling games are an excellent way to teach the basic
of spelling. They are both educational and fun. By using word spelling games,
the students also could be simple and easy to understand about the lesson.

There are two games that researcher use in this research, they are Hangman
and Jumbled Letters. Hangman is a game that requires the group of the students to
guess a letters of the word bassed on the dashes and the cluess that given by the
teacher. Jumbled letters is a simple word puzzle and in this games requires the
students to arrange the jumbled letters into the correct word.

From those spelling games above, the researcher found the fact that there are
differences between experimental and control group. The students in experimental
group (I A) that was taught by using word spelling games and the response of the
students are interesting, and fun in teaching and learning process because they always
want come forward to write the answere of question on the black board. They also



could be active in the class and build the compactness in the group. In addition, the
atmosphere at the class became lively and it makes them easier and clearly to
understand the material.

In the other hand, in control group (I B) that taught by lecturing or discussing
with only by using book as the teaching. They passive in the class and only listened
the teacher’s explanation without any responses. Moreover, they sometimes joke and
talk with their friends, they seem bored in following the teaching and learning
process in the classroom because they just have the same activity like usuall.

The differences of the result score of post-test between experimental and
control group can be seen in their result of the test (see appendix 21), where the
students of experimental group that was taught by using word spelling games, they
got better result than the control group that was taught without word spelling games.

From the differences between experimental and control group above, it
showed that word spelling games is one of the way which can the teacher use to teach
writing English word to the students because by using word spelling games they not
only have better ability in writing but also they are able to pronounce words, increas
their vocabulary, and use the words based on the grammatical function and correct
spelling.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

CONCLUSION

From these experiments which were used by the researcher, word spelling
games is one of the game that can the teacher use in teaching English, especially in
teaching writing English word. Based on result of the data analysis, it is clear that the
students’ writing ability of experimental group which was taught by using word
spelling games is higher than the control group that was taught without word spelling
games.

It can be concluded that there is significant effect of word spelling games on
the seventh grade students’ writing ability at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat in the
academic year 2015/2016.

SUGGESTION

In line with conclusion of this research, some suggestion are necessary to be
given to the English teacher, the students, and the other researchers as follows:

Realizing the effectiveness of word spelling games on the students’ writing
ability, the English teacher suggested to use this alternative way in teaching English
especially in teaching writing English word. The use of word spelling games can
motivate and help the students in learning English word. Students also will active in
the communication with the teacher, so that the teaching will be more communicative
and effective.



Based on the conclusion above, the English teacher, especially for SMP
Muhammadiyah 2 Kalisat is hopefully expected to implement Word Spelling Games
on the students’ writing ability, especially on writing English word.

The students are suggested to be more actively and motivated through word
spelling games. Because it can help their study English easily espesially to
understand English word.

1. In this research, only focus on the students writing. To the future researcher,
hopefully to focus on the students sentencess, grammar, pronunciation, etc.

2. This research was done Junior High School. Hopefully the future researcher
can conduct the researcher to all level students.

3. This research is using Experimental research. Hopefully the future researcher,
other research designs such as Classroom Action Research.

These results of the research are expected to give information for the future
researchers when they want to conduct another research with similar problem using
different aspects that not yet do in this research to develop the students’ writing
ability by using word spelling games.



REFERENCES

Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2006. ProsedurPenlitian. Jakarta: P.T RinekaCipta.

Brewster, Jean, Ellis Gail and Girard Denis. 2002.The Primary English teacher’s
Guide. England: Pearson Educated Limited.

Clarke, David. 2007. Word Spelling Games. (online). Available. Available at:
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~ozideas/spgames.htm

Day, Catherine. 2011. How to Teach Adjectives in Parts of Speech Lessons. Available
at: How to Teach Adjectives in Parts of Speech Lessons | eHow.com

Fairbairn, Gavin. J and Winch, Cristopher. 2011. Reading, Writing and Reasoning. A
Guide for Students. Philadelpia: Open University Press.

Frank, Marcella. 1999. Modern English. A Practical Reference Guide. New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall

Frost, Shelly. 2011. Noun Activities for Elementary School. Available at:
http://www.ehow.com/list_5786383 noun-activities-elementary-
school.html#ixzz1uRj2gNCd

Hallowel, Karen. 2011. How to Teach Noun to Second grader. Available at:
http://www.ehow.com/how_8482370_teach-nouns-second-
graders.html#ixzz1uRjBXxEWd

Harmer, Jeremy. 2004. How to Teach Writing. Cambridge: Pearson Education
Limited.

Harmer, Jeremy. 2007. The Practice of English Languag. England: Pearson
Education Limited.

Hovanec, Helene. 2002. Puzzle and Games for students. Yogyakarta: Kampus
Yogyakarta.

Hughes, Arthur. 2003.Testing for Language Teacher. London. Cambridge University
Press

Mc Millan, James. 2006.Educational Research. Fundamental for the Consumer. New
York: Harper Collins Publisher.

Paul, David. 2003. Teaching English to Children in Asia. Hongkong: Pearson
Education Asia Limited.


http://home.vicnet.net.au/~ozideas/spgames.htm
http://www.ehow.com/how_7858391_teach-adjectives-parts-speech-lessons.html#ixzz1uRlBxCOr
http://www.ehow.com/list_5786383_noun-activities-elementary-school.html#ixzz1uRj2gNCd
http://www.ehow.com/list_5786383_noun-activities-elementary-school.html#ixzz1uRj2gNCd
http://www.ehow.com/how_8482370_teach-nouns-second-graders.html#ixzz1uRjBxEWd
http://www.ehow.com/how_8482370_teach-nouns-second-graders.html#ixzz1uRjBxEWd

Purwanto, Ngalim. 2010. Prinsip-prinsip dan Teknik Evaluasi Pengajaran. Bandung:
PT Remaja Rosdakarya.

Septian, Dany. 2001. 4 Descriptive Study on the Fifth Year Students’ Writing Ability
through Games at SDK Maria Fatma I1l Jember In the 2000/2001 Academic
Year. Jember: University Jember.

Shemes, Ruth. and Waller, Sheila. 2007. Teaching English Spelling: A Practical
Guide. Melbourne: Cambridge University Press.

Slutsky, Abby.2001.How to Teach an Elementary Student What a Verb Is. Available

at: http://www.ehow.com/how_8315138_teach-elementary-student-verb.htm

Suryabrata, Sumadi. 2004. Metodologi penelitian. Jakarta. PT Raja Grafindo Persada

Thornbury, Scott. 2002. How to Teach Vocabulary. England: Pearson Education
Limited.

Wingersky, Joy, Boerner, Jan and Horguin-Balogh. 2009. Writing Paragraph and
Essays Integrating Reading, Writing, and Grammar Skills. Third Edition.
Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing Co.


http://www.ehow.com/how_8315138_teach-elementary-student-verb.htm

