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The second and foreign language learners of English (ESL and EFL)
consider writing as the most difficult skill to learn and aso to teach. As the
preliminary study of the studentsin Thailand, | found that, most of students unable
to write well because they think writing is a boring activity to do. This problem
caused by their difficultiesto generateidea. Therefore, | try to improve their writing
ability by implementing journalistic questions technique (JQs) to help them gather
ideas. The purpose of this study is to find out how JQs can improve students’ writing
ability through the idea devel opment.

This study employed classroom action research. The subject of the research
is the 11" grade students of V uttisartvittayanusorn Islamic School Krabi, Thailand
consisting of 7 students. To obtain the data of the study, | used an essay test and
classroom observation. The test measures the students writing achievement after
teaching and learning process, while classroom observation measures the students’
activenessin the class during teaching and learning process. The data was analyzed
using formula E = n/N x 100%.

JQs improves the students’ writing ability in two cycles from M =54.3in
Cycle 1 to M = 65.7 in Cycle 2 and the percentage of students scored =65 (E =
28.8%) in Cycle 1 to (E = 71.4%) in Cycle 2. The observation result from 49.9%
students’ activeness in Cycle 1 to 78.5% students’ activeness in Cycle 2. The
difference between cycle 1 and cycle 2 isthe process of using JQs. Cycle 1 students
create their own guestions to develop their ideas through answering them. In cycle
2, teacher provide the questions for the students to ease them finding the answer on
the text. It can be concluded that JQs is able to improve the students’ writing ability
at VuttisartVittayanusorn Islamic School Krabi Thailand in 2015/ 2016 academic
year by providing the questions by the teacher to build students’ ideas development
and get more focus on browsing the ideas in the news text.
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