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SPEECH ACTS FOUND IN INNAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF BARACK OBAMA

Widya Oktarini
Program Studi bahasa Inggris Universitas Muhammadiyah jember
widya.oktarini@unmuhjember.ac.id

Abstract

This research analyzes the speech acts and language style found in inaugural
addressess of the presidents of The United States; Barack H. Obama. This research aims at
describing kinds and functions of speech acts, the compliance and violation of cooperative
principle. This research is descriptive qualitative using socio-pragmatics approach. In
collecting the data, it uses simak method and note-taking technique. In analyzing the data, it
uses contextual method by using socio-pragmatics theory. In presenting the results of the
analysis, it uses informal method by verbal language. The results of the analysis showed: (a)
there were six kinds of speech acts found in the inaugural addresses, specifically: assertive,
directive, comissive. expressive. and declarative in which declarative found in Obama’s
second inaugural address with one data only (b) the functions of speech acts found are: (i) to
give opinion, (ii) to inform, (iii) to give direction, (iv) to promise, (v) to express feelings (vi)
to declare and to (vii) maintain relationship.

Keywords: specch acts, inaugural addresses, Obama, socio-pragmatics

INTRODUCTION

As a medium of communication, language can have various functions that can be
used by humans for various purposes. According to Barker (in Mulyana, 2005) language has
a function as naming or referring to efforts to identify objects, interaction functions,
emphasize various ideas and emotions. and through language. information can be conveyed
to others, this is what is called the transmission function of language. The purpose of
language also follows its function of connecting messages or information between human
beings.

One application of the function of the language is the mind set forth in the form of
speech. Based offfihe nature and contents. the speech is divided into various types. one of
which was the president's inauguration speech. The president's inauguration speech is a
speech containing the objectives to be achieved by the president at the ceremony which was
commemorated as a sign that the beginning of his office had begun. In American society. the
president's inauguration speech reflects the lives of Americans who are rooted in socio-
cultural values. Therefore. the speech act used by the president is interesting to study.
considering its function as a means of the president's view of the country’s condition and also
on the work plan that will be carried out.

Speech act is a language process where the speaker not only says. but also does
something through speech. So. a speech is not only a representation of EBaning. but also
contains power. In addition, Rahardi (2005) also states that speech act Z§a concrete
manifestation of language functiof§. which is the basis of pragmatic analysis. Austin (1962:
94-107) divides speech acts into three kinds of acts, namely locutionary acts, illocutionary
acts. and perlocutionary acts. Locutionary acts is “the act of saying something”, illocutionary




acts is “the acts of doing something”. Perlocutionary acts is “the act of affecting someone™ In
addition, Searle in Wijang§l996: 17-19) suggests that at least speakers can realize three
things in a speech, namely: locutionary acts. illocutionary acts. and perlocutionary acts.

Related to the definition of speech acts, speech act is divided into five types by
Searle in Rohmadi (2004:32). they are: reffsentatives. directives, expressive, commisive,
and declarative. Representatives (assertives) §§a speech act that binds the speaker to the truth
for what he says. The type of act in this speech acts are the act of stating, deflanding.
acknowledging. showing, reporting, giving testimony, mentioning, speculating. Directive
speech acts are speech ghts that are intended by the speaker to make his partner do things that
is stated in his speech. This type of speech acts include the act of asking, inviting, coercing,
EF&gesting, urging, telling, billing, ordering, urging, pleading, challenging, and giving orders.
Expressive @peech acts are speech acts that is intended by the speaker to make the speech
interpreted as an evaluation of the things mentioned in the speech includes the act of saying
@lank you, complaining, congratulating, flattcring, praising, blaming, and criticizing.
Commissive speech acts arc speech acts that bind the speaker to carry out everything
Ef@ntioned in his speech, for example, swearing, promising. threatening. declaring ability.
Declarative speech acts are speech acts that @fjintended by the speaker to create new things
(status, circumstances, etc.) The type of this speech acts are the speech with the intention of
impressing, deciding. canceling. prohibiting. granting. permitting. classifying. lifting. and
forgiving.

Based on these explanation, the aim of this research is to find out the types and
function of speech acts used by Obama in innaugural address.

II. RESEARCH METHOD

The method used in this research is descriptive method. which is describing data
based on speaker’s empirical facts of life. In addition. this study also uses qualitative
methods, because the research data is not in the form of numbers but in the form of lingual
units such as words, phrases or sentences. Data are collected from speech text by using simak
mcthod as proposed by Sudaryanto (1993: 133) that is listen to the innaugural adresses and
then use note-taking technique to make the transcription of the speech to be selected and then
grouped based on the kind of speech acts. Then the data are analyzed by using contextual
methods. Furthermore, the data are presented by informal methods. By using this method, the
result of the analysis is presented by giving description in the form of words, because there is
no diagram or table.

ITI. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Typesand Function of Speech Acts Found in Innaugural Address of the President of

the United States

Types and functions oapeech acts found in the inaugural addresses of the presidents
of the United States include assertive speech act, directive speech acts, commissivespeech
acts, expressive speech acts, declarative speech acts, and phaticspeech act .

a. Assertive speech act

Assertive: in this illocutionary speaker is bound to the truth of the propositions
expressed. This speech act usually contains information and there are facts that can be proven
by the speech. Examples of these speech acts, for example, state, propose, brag, complain,
express opinions, and report.




Assertive speech act found in Obama’s innaugural address can be seen in the
following:

Speech act in data (1) is an assertive speech acts because the utterance contains a
sentence that include information and it is also an affirmation. This speech act is conveyed
implicitly because there were no performative verb that show the speech act. Assertive
speech act functions on the data above is to express Obama’s opinion about the fact in
America that the American country is facing a crisis, namely the war against chaos and
destruction that has been much expanded. Through this speech act, Obama wanted to inform
the public about evidence of a deteriorating situation in America but still can be fixed
together. Therefore. the purpose of this speech act is to convince the American public to work
together to rebuild the country under the American administration of Barack Obama.

In data (2) above, the speech act found is an assertive speech act. This is confEEed by
the presence of say performative verbs which means to declare. Declare is a type of assertive
speech act. The function of this assertive speech act is to express opinions on the truth on the
ground that America faces many truly serious and real challenges. But in the next sentence
Obama assured the public that this was America, then all possibilitiggcould occur. Likewise
with the challenges facing America. a solution will be found. Thus, it can be concluded that
assertive speech acts here have a function to inform about the state of America that the
challenges to be faced will be so many and real, but it is still possible to make changes if
Americans do it together.

In this utterance (3), the speech act that is found is an assertive speech act, because
this utterance contains information and statements about Obama's opinion. This speech act
has a function to express Obama's opinion about new challenges that might be faced by
Americans. To face this new challenge. Obama also stated that the tools used were also new.
But Obama also believes that the success of Americans will depend on the values of hard
work, honesty, steadfastness and fairness, tolerance and curiosity and patriotism that have
long been existed. Thus, this speech act has a function to express opinions.

Speech acts on speech (4) found in this data are assertive speech acts, which are
mafkd by the presence of an affirmative performative verb. Affirming included in the type
of assertive speech act. This assertive speech acts is to express assurance. In this context,
Obama stated that every time Americans gather to appoint a president. Americans testify to
the strength of the country's constitution. Therefore, it was reaffirmed the promise of the
democracy of the United States that all American citizens are one, and that which bound them
is not skin color. nor belief, or the origin of their names. Obama wants to emphasize that this
is the constitutional power and democracy of the United States.




In this data (5). the speech act found is assertive speech act, because the Ecaning of
the speech sentence is about information and is an affirmation of speech. The function of
assertive speech acts in this context is to express Obama's opinion that now the American
people continue their journey to realize constitutional power and democracy in America. but
must be carried out by citizens because history records that it never happened. even though
freedom is God's gift, but must be guaranteed by His people.

In data (6) this speech act found is an assertive speech act. because the meaning of
the sentence from speech is an information. This assertive speech acts has a function to
express Obama's opinion about the freedom of rights and happiness that has been carried out
by Americans for 200 years. This is also an affirmation and emphasis of Obama's ideas on
Obama's previous utterances.

b. Directive Speech Act

Directive speech acts are speech acts that encourage listeners to do something. The
purpose of this speech act is for the partner to take action in accordance with what the
speaker said. These illocutionary examples. for example: ordering. begging, demanding. and
giving advice.

The directive speech act found on the data will be described as follows:

In the data (7) above, the speech acts found are directive speech acts that are
implicitly expressed, because no performative verbs are found that indicate the type of speech
act. Directive speech acts on this data have a function to tell indirectly. Through this speech,
Obama wants to tell Americans to revive their enthusiasm, choose the path of good history,
valuable gifts, and noble ideas that are passed on from generation to generation.

In this data (14). the speech act that is found is a directive speech act because the
meaning of the sentence in the speech is an order marked by the verbmust, which means a
necessity. which means an order or command. Therefore, this speech act has a function to
tell. In this context, Obama told Americans indirectly to work hard to achieve greatness for
the United States. This is also a continuation of the previous sentence which states that to
achieve the greatness of a nation. it cannot be taken for granted, but must with work hard.

In this data (9), the speech acts found are directive speech acts which are
characterized by the presence of performatif verb must which means a necessity. Therefore.,
this speech act has a function to command Americans directly. In this context, Obama intends
to command Americans to rise from adversity. improve themselves. and start working to
renew America to be better.

In this data (16). the speech acts found is directive speech act that is expressed
indirectly. This speech act is characterized by the meaning of a sentence which means to
persuade. The function of dircctive speech acts on this data is to invite or persuade Americans
to do good things, namely spending money wisely, changing bad habits, and doing business
honestly. This is intended to restore the trust between the people and the government.




In this data (11), the speech act found is a directive speech act which is
characterized by the presence of performative verbs which means a necessity. The function of
directive speech acts on this data is to ask Americans directly to make changes together to
advance the American state. Obama also called on Americans to have a sense of nationalism
and a sense of unity as a nation and state.

In this data (12). the speech acts found are directive speech acts because they are
characterized by the presence of performative verbmust. The directive speech acts on this
data has a function to invite the American people to reorganize the government by improving
ideas, overhauling tax rules, reforming schools, empowering citizens to work and study
harder, to be able to achieve higher things. However, Obama also reminded that changes in
these facilities will not change the goals of the American people that they continue to reward
the efforts of every American. These things are what Obama means as something that gives
real meaning to their beliefs.

The speech act found in data (13) is a directive speech act which is characterized by
a must performative verb which means it must be a command or order. This directive speech
act is expressed indirectly because it uses the news sentence mode. Directive speech acts in
this context has a function to get Americans to make difficult choices for reducing health care
costs, because every citizen has the right to get basic security and dignity.

¢. Commisive Speech Act

Commissive speech acts is the speech acts that bind speakers to future actions.
Commissive speech acts found in the data will be described as follows:

In this data (26) speech act found is commissg§e speech act because of the presence of
performative verbwill that promises an action in the future. The function of commissive
speech acts on this data is to promise Americans about the changes that Obama has taken in
his administration, starting with the construction of bridges and electricity, and digital routes
for trade purposes. Then proceed with rearranging science and technological advances to
improve the quality of health care and reduce its costs. In addition. the use of natural
resources such as wind and land is also planned as a substitute for fuel for cars and factories.
Changes in schools and campuses to meet the development of the times are also things that
will be done by Obama during his administration.

The speech act found in data (27) is a commissive speech act because it is
characterized by the presence of performative verb will that shows actions to be taken in the
future. In this context, commissive speech acts has a function to give promises and convince
Americans to stop the war in Iraq and provide peace to Afghanistan. In addition, it is also
functioned to make a promise and make people believe that America will work hard
tiredlessly to reduce the nuclear threat and the danger of warming the earth and will not
forgive the wrong way of life and also will not defend it. To people who want to push their
goals by terrorizing and massacring innocent people, Obama also promises that the spirit of
Americans is stronger and Americans can defeat them.
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In this data number (16), the s.peech act found is a commissive speech act because it
is characterized by performative verbpledge which means promise. This speech act has a
function to express Obama's promise to poor countries about actions he will take to them in
his reign to work with them and make their lives prosperous. Obama’s promise here is an
action he will take in the future, so this utterance is commisive speech act.

)

In this data (17). the speech act found is commissive speech act which is emphasized
in the last sentence mainly through the performatif verb vowed which means to promise. This
speech acts has a function to give promises to Americans as a form of Obama's commitment
of being clected as president of America in the present. Obama in his reign promised to make
the state and citizens of America become new people and then move together to improve
America in the future.

In this data (18) the speech act found is a commissive speech act which is existed in
the last sentence. This speech act is characterized by the presence of performative verb will.
This commissive speech act spoken by Obama has a function to convince the American
people to take advantage of the potential that exists in the American generation by promising
that America has unlimited ability to take risks and make new discoveries for the
advancement of Amcrica. In addition, thc Amcrican gencration has proven their
determination and perseverance. But, the realization can only be achieved if it is done
together.

In this data (19). the speech act found is a commissive speech act. This commissive
speech act has a function to give a promise that the American people will not be weak in their
enthusiasm to take risks and advance the American state even though things may happen
someday in the economic situation and their families. If these conditions occur. Obama
promises to provide social security such as Medicare and Mediaid, so that citizens do not
have to worry about it and keep the spirit to do better for the nation.

d. Expressive Speech Act

Expressive speech act is a speech act that expresses the psychological attitude of the
speaker to the situation implicit in illocutionary. Expressive speech acts found in the data will
be described as follows:

In this data (20), the speech acts found are expressive speech acts indicated by
humbled, grateful and thankful performative verbs. Expressive speech acts in this context
have a function to express Obama's feelings as a leader with good character. In this context,
expressive speech acts with humbled performative verbs has a function to express Obama’s
humility with the task that will be carried out by him, namely to lead America in the future.
Expressive speech acts with grafefil performative verb have a function to express Obama's
gratitude for the trust given by Americans by choosing him as the president of America for
the present. Speech act with performative verb thankhas a function to express Obama's
gratitude to the previous president, George W. Bush for leading America before Obama took
over as a consequence of Obama's election in this presidential election.




In this data (21). the speech acts found is expressive speech acts which are marked
by the presence of humble performative verbs. Speech acts in this context has a function to
express Obama's feelings that Obama highly appreciates Americans who are willing to work
far to the desert and mountains just to serve the American people. Therefore. for Obama. they
deserve to be considered like a hero. Thus. through this speech, Obama intends to reveal that
he appreciates the services that have been done by these hard-working labours and hopes that
this can be an example for the spirit of other Americans.

In this data (22), the speech acts found are expressive speech acts, because they are
characterized by the existence of performative verbs honorwhich means respect. This speech
acts to express Obama's feclings that Obama appreciates his feelings for hard workers who
are willing to go far to the desert and mountains to build America by assuming they are
heroes. In addition, Obama and Americans in particular also respect them not because they
are American guards, but for the spirit of their service to the country. Thus, the performatif
verb honor has a function to express Obama's appreciation for these workers because of their
strong enthusiasm and persistence in working for the United States itself.

In this data (23). the speech act found is expressive speech acts which areffpressed
explicitly through performative verb thankful. This expressive act has a function to express
the feelings of the speaker to the opposite person. In this context, Obama wants to express his
gratitude to all Americans who were present at the inauguration. In addition, Obama also
expressed his feelings so that God would always bless all Americans, and also the United
States.

e. Declarative Speech Act

Declaration speech acts are speech acts in which if the implementation is successful
will result in a match between the contents of the proposition and reality. As for the
realization of this declarative speech act on the data can be described as follows:

In this data (24). the speech act found is declarative speech acts which are
characterized by performative verb declare. This speech acts has a function to declare the real
truth is that all Americans are born with the same rights and obligations, like stars who guide
their ancestors and are also still guiding them today. The whole point is that Obama wants to
emphasize that the freedom of each individual is strongly tied to the freedom of every soul in
the world. This declarative speech actis to show the sacred equality of each American
individual so that Obama expresses it through the declaration's speech act.

Based on the analysis, the fypes of speech acts foun@jin each president's
inauguration speech included five types of speech acts, namely assertive speech acts,
directive speech acts, commissive speech acts, expressive speech acts, and declarative speech
acts. fPthe first Obama inauguration speech, the types of speech acts found included four
types of speech acts, namely assertive speech acts, commissive speech acts, directive speech
acts, and expressive speech acts. Whereas in Obama's second inauguration speech, the speech




acts found included all types of speech acts. namely directive, assertive, commissive,
expressive, and declarative speech acts. From this explanation, it can be seen that there are
differences in the types of speech acts encountered in Obama's firf and second inauguration
speeches. In Obama's first inaugural address. there were only four types of speech acts, while
in the second inauguration speech there were all kinds of speech acts, which were not found
in other inaugural speeches. This is because in his second administration, Obama wanted to
give hope to Americans to build an American country to be better in the future. one of which
is to erase the differces that exist in the United States. Therefore. Obama declared his plan
through declarative speech acts. Directive speech act is the most frequent speech acts. while
the least frequent speech acts is declarative speech act.

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on data analysis that has been done, it can be coffluded that the speech acts
found in the American presidential inaugural address includes six types of speech acts. that is
assertive, directive, commissive, expressive. declarative and phatic. However, declarative
speech acts found in Obama's second inaugural address speech with one data only. The
speech act used in the inauguration speech of the American president is inseparable from its
various functions in speech. namely to express opinions, give information, give orders either
dircctly or indirectly, give promises. express feelings, change propositions with truth and also
to maintain relationship or friendship in society.
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