CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

One of the key language skills that all pupils should be proficient in is writing.
Students' ability to write well allows them to measure their language competency.
One of the primary waysdy Wwhich students candemaonstgate their proficiency in the
target language is through writing. Therefare gstudents are'reguired to develop their
writing skills since they 'eanwtilize them to expressathemselves inwiiting and to
communicate withyothers.

However, aceording tosdarmer (1992; 53)s writing isra challenging subjectyfor
many students, ‘andathey fage~nuniergus/obstacles while trying to write| well.
However, a lot of EFL learners-find:that-writing-in-English can be challenging,
especially when it involves finguistic elements.and requires mastery. Writing is
bothansemotional and-a cognitive activity, accordingtosMcLeod (1987:¢3). This
indicates that inrder to writewell, affective components as well as psychological
aspectsyare involved in the writing process. Mereover, McLeon/ (4987: 3-5)
identifies a‘few,emotive factors'suchias writing‘amxiety, inspiratiohgand beliefs that
may have an impaet,onrstudents' writingABeliefs here refers tassitidents' perspective
of their own writing ability, often known as students’ writing self-
efficacy. According to Bandura (1998: 58), Self-efficacy is the trust that an
individual can achieve a certain level of performance and exert control over events
that impact their life. This belief influences an individual's feelings, thoughts,

motivation, and behaviour. Students that have high self-efficacy are able to



complete out certain tasks on their own, particularly when it comes to achieving
learning objectives like producing written output. Stated differently, self-efficacy
can be viewed as a crucial psychological aspect or affective component that
influences students writing abilities.

Furthermore, thoughts of higher self-efficacy caused the creation of more
effective strategies required fersticcessti-performance on the challenging task, as
stated by Luthansg(1998:. 15). Conversely, people Withy poor self-efficacy or
negative opiniens will makesan,effart'to avard writing.tasks anehwill be grumpier
when they do. Therefore, it isreasonable toghiglieve thatfonegof the psyehological
faetars that maysmotivate sgmeone to perform is'self*efficacy:

Englishdsistudied ingracticaly\all’educational levelsindndonesia, including at
SMK BaitukHikmah Tempureyo. SMK-Baitul Hikmah Témpurejoiis.one among the
schools thatare implementingthe Merdeka curricilum farthe 20232024 academic
year \Writing'is one.of the English language proficieney skills that. must be taught
and acquired ‘at the“wocational high school Jlevel, according“to the Merdeka
curriculam. Writingat vocational-high™sehools is taught using a’ text-based
approach: % The standard*competencies for sproviding writing/ instruction in
vocational high sehools include writing an English text using-Writing components
that enable students to recognize thesfanguage feattres (such as simple present
tense, action verb, and adjective) and generic structure (the identification and
description) of the text. Paying attention to proper spelling, punctuation, grammar,
and language that fits the text's context will help you organize and create the

material more effectively.



The previously standard competences stated that there are numerous
requirements that students must meet in order to write well in English. It implies
that the objectives of teaching writing will not be successfully achieved if the
students are unable to understand the elements required for writing abilities.

A significant aspect to the mentioned issue is students' low self-efficacy. On the
other hand, high self-efficagy®Scale”sCores “thdigate a writing style based on
uncertainty and thefbgtief that writing is something that 18 challenging (Lavelle,
2006: 5). As aresult, the researgher listkeenito investigate any assectations between
the writing abilitieS of students at SMK BaitdltHikmah Fempurejo and'their level
ofself-efficacy.

Based onythe problemy stated \pxeviously/the researcher-decided to investigate
the| mentioned:concerns into-a: study titled* " The-correlation between Indonesian

EFL students"writing Self-cfficacy levels andstudents’ Wiiting Abilities".

1.2,Pxobler of thegResearch
Is there significant correlation between Indenesian EFLésiudents’ writing self-

efficagy levels and their writing abihty?

1.3 Objectives,of the Research

According=testhe “research question, the current-study=aims to find out the
relationship between the measured students’ writing self-efficacy levels and the
performance in descriptive writing tasks among Indonesian EFL students.
1.4 Operational Definition of Terms

1) Self-efficacy



Students' self-efficacy refers to their confidence in their ability to accomplish
specific objectives. The researcher's focus in this study is on students' perceptions

of their own abilities to write descriptive English texts.

2) Writing Ability
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is the variable in this study. Students' writing ability is the dependent variable, while

students' self-efficacy is the independent variable.



