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TIIE EFFECT OF COOPERATIVE INTEGRATED READING AIID
COMPOSITION (CIRC) STRATEGY ON

STUDENTS' WRITING ABILITY

Olch:

Iitfia llohnla$'e]i*

FI(IP Unirersites Mr.rhammadiyah Jernbcr, Jalan Karimata \o' 49 Jemh''r

I -r":ril: r rc r.r\,lrlrr'rl '" \:1" 'u c' ll
Jalan HOS (lokroanrinoto IA. langgul Kulon, 'lenrbel

IIenri f LllkLrrochmall*

FKIP UDiversitas Muhanmeclivrh Jcmber. Jalan Kerimata No 49 Jelnbcr

E_neil : henrif ntktrr ochman(a-;yahr_ro'cottt

Pcrum CiunLrng ll:rtrr Bl] 9. Jelnber

Penclitian iDi berttrjuall Ineneljli pengirrtlh slrate!:i CIRC pada kematnpuan

nlenulis siswa dercan lrcnqgurakan desain /,?-/a't1 dall Porl-leil
kelolrpok kontrol r'andom. Selnpel kelompok random ditcnlLlkan delgan

Iotcre. Kelompok eksperimen dan kelonrpok korrtrol tercliri dali 16 siswa'

Pen-garrrbilan data dilakukan dcngrl mclrlberikall tes lrenulis teks deskiptil
Untik nre[ganalisis data digulrakan t-tcsr. Hasil ana]isis t lest di'iapatkatl

ilai 2.57 .larl setclah .likonsultasikan densan tabei t deDgan taral signiiikansi

0.005 da derajat kebebasan 70 adalah l t)9 Hdl ini nerlunjuktan bah\ra

nilai t-test lcbih tinggi daipada nilai tabel t (2.57:' i'99), sehing-sa dapat

disirrpulkal1 bahwa lerdapat pet]garLrh !'g signiliken dalanr Dlenggunakan

strategi CIRC puda kemalrpuan rllcnrllis siswa.

Kata l(ul]ci: Stlategi CIRC. kenratrp ell lDelllrlis

I\TROD[ICTIO\ ol lcrts' Morcover, English in Indoncsil is

lcer'ncd as a Jiolcign I-anguagc. Colllnlollly.

Colrpctcncy based cuniculrtur in the \\'liling tcacl]ing lealning proccss,

which is irnple ented i lrdoicsian thc tcacher only lbcuscd it on thc lludcnts'

school staled that leanling English lrncd wliling fl oduct rather tha[ o the proccss

to develop studcnts' colrpetcllce lo of \\'Iitlng. The studcnts nced an cf{'clivc

conmunic;te in Elglish both orally arld stratcgy 1l] bc able to wrile Erlglislr \ttll
wrilteD. Writing ability for studenls lcfeIs \\il-itirlg is thc activity ofexfres\irrs

to the compelencc of asteriig the genre, ideas in a wrilicll lolnr' i-airbairn and Wirch

undcstanding ard producurg sonle killd (1996: 12) dcfine rvtiting as an tlctivity

'tih'in Rrh turunti nlntalt d11nsi51r, Ptlltli.liko tsnhnsn lltgsri\ '|n l1o 'i Ftlrktar'h ln 4I
ad nlih dos., FKIP U ilErsit,rsMtht ntlLtliqnh It lbtt
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Year 2012/2013. Those Iesearches indica
tlrat CTRC 5lraleg) i: r (L,rl,pr.l'cnL
strategy that carl be applied jn leaching a,
lcrnning ol \vritjlg

Based on th.. cxplanation.
investigate wheter the stride ts who !
taught using CIRC have betlel wri.i
ahilitv are necessxlv to corl(llrct

to convey nreanrng b] sclccling wotds
rnd pLrtting thcm togcthcr in a writien or
printcd f(r-m. IIowcvcr. lot sludents ot thc
..\r,rl irJlli rl'-l I 1..rr, L,'J) urllr,3

ectivity is rlol only dcliVcr iclcrs. but it also
constluct thenl into pe.agraphs i the texl.
According to HaIrIcr (200.1: 28), 1o makc
stu(lents easy in wriling is 1() lct lhenl read
erirmplcs oIthc kind olthing \!e want thenl
10 do bclore wc asli thcrrr to write. Ir other
\!ords- combinin! rcading and lvriting is an

cllcctivc stratcgy to inakc studcnls ploduca
thcll u r iting wcll. It mcdns that rcadin!! and
rv|iting havc signilicant conncction thal can
.rll .crl.,'(.c'r ,'t rrr. rr,'c ',i tlr. tc.rclrirr.
..r.,.c: r.'s rlr.r'c.rI bc rpp e,l br .urrrbirr r..1

re.r.lrn: . J \, i i.,! i. ' IBr ,au.rf(ri,ri\r
Irr.!r t.,i P. rlirr: ir,.r a'urnl,u:i i,.r'l
Sll lllegy.

aIRa .,. rr,J "i rlr. ,r rrtugi.. 'rr
cool)eralive )earniug melhotls enables
l-.lrglish lelchers to leach reading and
writing in inlegraled rvay. SlaviD (1991:
l-) .rrred rh.r alRa ., .r .ur rpr(lrer .i\(
rnethod to leach readirlg- wriling and

language a s lor upper elenlentary rnd
lriLldle grNdes. The studenls are assigncd
iDlo qroups to rcad aDd disouss thc tcxt.
\r rll zirr,. '',r rrn.rrilirlj. Jrl(l (unrl\us.rli
rhe terl inlo a piece of paper 'fhel]. rhey
\u itc a text pcrsonall).

Somc rcscalchcs shoucd that ClliC
mclhocl was onc of thc cffcctivc \\.ays to
tcach rvritirg. Slavin 1 l99l : I 5) lbrurd
tlrc p,,.iri'c cil.\r" ol t lRr ,.n \\rr|q
and oral rcading skill. hr adtlition. an

cxfcrimcnt rcscarch conducted by Dur-lrknlr
(2011) showed that CIRC lechniqLre had
r 'i;rrihr.rrrl c[fc('l ,,rr rc:,Jirrr $filirr,r
skills in e primar,v school in the cerrter of
Ciiresun Provi]lce. Turkey irl the 2009,/2010

acaLlenric year Ihe Iil1diDg showed thal lhe
mcan ofthe students rcading writiDg scorc

42

heid by Himawati (201I) invcstigated i4
lrse ol CIRC ethod on the eighth gr

sludc ts ability in conrposing narftrt:
$llllri.rl \4 I. \,j.rr K r.r r ,.

\cademic \ car '0lU '0 | I I hc rcsear.l
also showcd thal thc usc ol (llii( nr, '
collld imfrovc drc stu.lcnts \\rilir!i rbill
In Artiyanti's study (2013)- CIRC methnl

il"1T,T:":ffi:'i1.11.^1::,l|'11"1fl

can improve studonts' Ieaming oulcomes:
writi[g hortatol] exposition ofthe elevcd
strdents of SMAN 2 Demak in AcadcD

RESEARCH METHOD

Participants

The pa icipants of this resea-i
\,\ere 72 <nrderls or lhe,erel]rlr gr34
srudenrs ar SMP Negeri I langgrl-Jenh{
Using clusler random sampllng. rhe r.{
cla.ses Vl I ( cortsr'lr g Jo.nrdent5 lnd !T
F consisting 36 students, were selected b!
lollery The class ofVll l: .rs lhe e\porilD.r:
gloup and the class ol_VIl C as the contr,.
group.

Insfrumcnt

In this lcsca|ch. subjcctivc tcst 1rr:
used lo lne.sure students'u fitifg ability. Ir'

the test. thc studcllts uerc asked to answer
tlrc,lrr..ti,'rr.I'_''r.in! lr(ir u\!r, uul,I..rrt'
intcrprctation based on their kDorvledge

subjcctivcly.



Fit|ie Ilahmawati. llcnri Fetkurochntdrl : TIlc

Ilcgerding u,ith thc \alidity. this
rcscnl-ch uscd co sltucl ar)d contcnl
r.,liJit1 Tlrc i,,.rr'.,(nt .r(lnr ri.t.r..l i.
writing dcscriptivc tcxt consistinq ol 30-
100 worcls. Ilcsidcs. tlrc rcliability c,l the
lcst $as an|lyzcd by using Alirha lin nrLrla lo
calculatc thc scorc which is Dot I and 1)- but
iu lange ofscore I to 6. Ancl thc rcliabrlity
ofthc tcst \yas is 0.819 (high collclarior).

Procedure

'lhc rcscarch bcga o1l April til
Mar- 201-+.

Two ch\s.s were irlen irl lhis
reseiuclt. One srcup wirs lrelled as

colln'ol group arcl thc olhcr \rrs lrcatcd es

cxperimcntal gr!up. [3clo|c {hc tlc:11m.]rl
\\.as givcn. a prctcsi \ras establishcd to hoth
groups. Prc tcst \\es givcn at first lracting
il1thc saDrc dr! to both groups.

Table 1. The Research Design

Effect of Cooperative ...

strategy by giving them material a1ld ask

them to read the therle, then to w te the
descriptive text based oI1the exanple ofthe
readi)l-g text. Mea[while, the control $oLLp
was taught by giving the sane nateial, but
it used lecturing method and tlle students
worked individually.

Afi er .er eral meetings t,l reaclling
alld leaming process, the post test was
given. The students of both group did the
test individLrally.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

To collect the data of the research.
pretest and post-test were given to boih
expe melltal a1ld control group. The reslllt
ofplotest and post-test ofboth groups can

be desc bed with the table below.

GrorLp Post testPre test 'IleatDrcrlt

R Experinrental -l lc CIRC T2e

R Conh-ol Tlc T2c

(Sutabrata, 201 I : I05)
Notes:
X : lreatrnent by giving CIR(] st|etcgy
'1 Lc : Pre test fol e](pcl'iincntal group
I lc : Ile-tesl for curtrol grolrp
llc : P,'.t tc.t l,'r (\fcflr 'c',r.,1 or,,.rf
'I'2c : Post test f 'control group

For expelimental grcLrp, at first
u,eck befbre trcatrreDt. the stLraleills were
ranclomly tlivitled into 9 gloups in *hich
each group consists of ;l hcterogcucous
mcmbcr-s. lt was (r cnsurc that cvcrJ group
balance<l. Thcn it was slaltcd to use CIRC

Based on the calcuhliol of (-test

lionl thc scorc of prctcst eDd post tcst on
u,riting dcscliptivc tcxr. thc rcsult $as
2.57. The iesuli ol'the deglee of f'r'eedonr

(dfl rvrs 70 compared with t-teblc by using
signilicance 0.005 or r 0.9-5 give the resull
1.994. Il was clear that the \alue ol l-lest

43
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Table 2. Comparison OfThe Control and Experimental Group's Scores

Ple-test Post-test Diffcrence

Sum Nlcall Surn Mean SrnD Mean SLrrD Melrn

QMdrate Dil-
ference

Group

Ilxle m.nt (X) ,169 13.03 616 18.78 )t)1 5.75 141J ,11 0l

Control (Y) t2.94 i6.25 9 3.1 l 124',7 34.64466 585

was highcl than l-lable (2.57 >1.99.1). So.

thc null hypothcsis (Ho) is rejeclcd. lt
lneans rhat (llRC slratellv had signrficrnt
ellect on thc scvcnth grade sludenls'
wliti g al)iliry at SMPN 3 Targgul .lerlbcr
i thc 20ll/201.1 Acadcrnis Yeru.

I 1.. r'..ul irr,lit.rtc. tlt.rt r., rt ,

( lR( .r .rr(-) i. <llqt'tir< .r' i.lr.rr.
rvriling dcscripli!e lexl. lt sho$,s lllal thc
c)ipcrirncntal group gain better resull (pr e-

tcst result $'as 13.03. posl-lesl rvrs 1E.7il)
on writing descriplive lexl than conhlrl

llroup (pre-tcst result $as 12.9.1. post

test \\,as 16.25). Ilased on tlle trcilrncdt.
the st dellts in experirneDtal group are

r.,td,r'.tc,',1 hctlcl lr.'$ l,' \\tir(,1<'tipli\(
text by using appropiate gr|nNar.
\ocabularJ, rnechallics, and ()r gitnizalion.
It is bccausc CII{C strategy lircilitntes thern
tn rrr.rl,.dcsct-l.tirr 1..\t .'..i(t ',\ (tl.lr
thcn) io lcad and analyzc thc cx lrplo
ol thc tcxt bciorc they create their oBll
u,riting. Morcovcr, thc slLrdcnts work
collirboratjvclli so thet thcy can discuss
wiih their peer group abour dcscriptivc tcxt.

( lR(' r, on.' .rl' th. .tr'.r'clr.- i,r

cooperative leaming. Slarru (1991:12)

:l:rl(i rh.l ( IRI i. .r 1'r'111p1,''|q|l.jrq

pl L,!r.r n li 'r 
tcrch rne r. rd rnl .rnd u r'rri. r.' ir'

the Lrpper' elementary gradcs. lt lDcans thrt
lor teachiug the begimrillg \\'riters ir EFI-

contcxt to discover. orgallize lrnd expre!t
.r,. rr ,1,.' " 'r(.. ':'r'll \\lill(,r l,,llr. ,

irnponint to giYc thcnr rcading placlice iua
conrin0c thc proccss b] $riling.

llr this rcscrrch, lhe experimenlil
gr'ollp sludcnls are assisned iDlo gloLrp:

corsisling ol.1 5 sludeDls hetetogeneouslr
r. ,,rd.r tlr. .r r.l:.J ""(rlr(r \irll r..

groLus abour descliplrYe 1exl whicil
leachcr lavc. Thcv rcad and discussed th.
lcrt-;]l group. Thcn. they allalyzed lhe ter:
by considcIing thc aspects of grantnar
vocal)ulalJ, lrechilllics alld ol€anization
Il.'rcrt rr.r. .rrrr rrr.'rizirr.., :rr(i rurll,.-i.r.
' r(.rc\l r.t,, . I,i(c..,,1 lr:,l 81 'ru,l ir .

in group could glvc mutual suppoll 10

rlcrnbcrs ro help each others. lherelirc
tlr!- shr.lcnts could rnder\tand the us.

of afpropriatc glammar. \,ocablrlall
l.'.'c'r,rl'1.. .lrro l":l l '.rliull ln Jc.\llfr".

lr contrast. thc control groLrp

thut received the sane rratcrial only used

cxplanation \\ithout irpply CIRC slrat.g!
Thcy olrly got silerl readiDg thit wes don.
concluctcd individualiy. It mnde them borcd
ard thc stu.lcnts did notgive a good respdls.
when the leachcr eskcd about lhe nlate al

elld lnosi ofthen only silenl. Molcoycr,thc
students did l1ot interestcd to thc lessol
\\,hich u,as giveD in lecturing ncthod, so

44
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hc

that most ofthcnl trlLcd cach othcr withoLlt
lisrcring thc tcaclrcr's cxplanaiion. Thc!
wcre also dilli.Lrll to \\ritc dcscripti\c tcxl
bcaausc lhe lqacl\ir\g lcarning Qtrl) fbcuscd

o tcacher-s cxplnnation and stlLdcnt

\\orkshccl.
Ir l'r.'. '''.. '' r,.. 'lr,'u: r,,1 rr::n:

CII{C stratcgir rlrs trsclul. illtcrcsling and

il .'.'1.\. lu ,,.'.''., .' r'11.1;n1'' u litirr':
irbilit)- i11 lcaching lcarning proccss. It
also proved thel rci(llng has a iluportlnl
rolc in thc proccss o1 writirlg. Ir providc

f,.lll\. ''l..rl ll .1.' :l.l\l'nl'' \\l.l n^

pro.lucl. BcsiL1.s. sllrdying irl group also

!:r\c posili\c in4rlct to thc cll'cctivcncss
I Uo.lr, l.:,lnIr': . fc. irll) .r. lc .I.1:r, :

J.\cr iptivc rcrl \\,r il1 g. lt citn bc pro!cd by

:irr r csull olthc c\pcl illlclllill gl oLlf sltrdcllls

:,rir1lhc lrrcan scorc ofirrc Lcst is 11.03 dlld
:.r is I 3.73. So the diffirerrce is 5.75

fhe conlleclion between rcadirlg

r r itirg is aglreetl by Ilanner (2001:251 )
" ol ol ll".' l':' fr, .lrl.lr.rrr'n( llir !

.;rcl *,ritirlg) \lork grorvs out of tcxls that
iiudenls seq or hcil. w'hat \!e wlitc often
dcpc[ds upon \\ial $'e rcad. Tn othcl

words,the role ol rca(lnlg irl thc tedching of
.. .ltr,.-, .\ ... .t \c1 ..r.r. o'r'c ol ber r.t.t.r,

r' i.irr. r r.trr.i.itrrr. rr' r rlc lllr! .rrl rl\'i..
!J-nthcsis, arrd cvaluarlitrg malerinls $'hich
l1re Lrscd by sludtnts irr th.ir writilrg.

Melnrvhilc. the positivc inlpact of
rvolking in grolrp is.lso in line wilh thc

slrtemcnl ol Kaeen (1009:7.I ) thal $ orking
iir group cilrt gilc mulual sttppoll fbr
nlembcls lo help cach olller-s. Thc numller
ol'\llrJcrrl. \\ rl lL lr .'ul':l.l ol J') l: ell.. le ll

and ettcctive. and thc rctive pariicipatior of
.lud. nl- al'e . rlll r.. He cr,,r. rle.r.rt P|o,rl' i.
,..(d lo c.llu.l/( cJlr(.rllor'.rlol'nurll rrrl c:
lesollrccs, rnd cxpectaliolls. Il1 bricL
studyjng in Sroup makc sludolts hclp each

ollrcr t\lrcll.nc lnenr).1'\ l,:rr< tlilhc rltic..

Etfcct ofCoopcrali\c.

Accolding lo Slavm (1991:21)

thc advantagcs ol (lllls slratcg), arc 1 sl.

colnbination of urirccl ubrlity (cums rr(L

sanic-itbilit) rcudrn,l llroups lhat irllo\\

sludcnts to sLLccccd l1 lhcir o\\'n lc\als
It mcans dlalt CIRC sllatclly crlcotlllr{as
thc lorvcr stLrdcnls -lroop in Icirding ltn(1

$,riting class. rlr. stlrdcrrls arc gtotlpc!1

lr.l(r.,!i.)cl-r:l) l'.,.c 1 uI tl,-r rc .l'r
lcvcl. CJnc lrloup consists ol highcr

nrodcrillc and lo$,cr slldcnts. lhcrcli,lc
the lowcr studcnls rvill bc hclpcd bY thc

olhers. Sccon(l- rceding prcglanl rcplec!.
rr. rl.l,ook. \ rrlr .rr.r'irr:
slrpporlcd bl rcrding rescalch. It aisc'

llrrr i.rl, c l('.rl'l'.". ,i, .rr r,.,ll,'1, l.r 'c.r r.'' .

.'lr,r '\'. rlr.llr ,\1" i' llrr t..r, 
'' 

t

alorlrirration is dccrclrstd bcclrtrsc the

.r,r,'( rr.\\',rL r rl'. rr u rl. l'lt ,r. rr.'.t"
progrinlr pro\.ides Prilctic.l apprclclt lo rh,'

wriling process that corllbincs *riling lrl1d

lan!!uage afts iltsh'tlcliolr (llliC stl'lteg)
hclps studcnls 10 wotk carcfl!ll). (lllt('
strategy ircilileles sludents to clleck cxcll

othcr's work tlrat dle sludcnts olrrr do the

lrsks cerc[Lr lly.
I11 English as Ior.igll Larrrgtlagc

(EfL) coDte\t. making reacling as rnodcl to

lacilitarc lbe stLrdcnl s $ritin-q prolicicncl
is au ctlccti\e stratcgy to hclp lhenl lhill
ruritiirlly have lirrited r,ocrrbullr-y and

insulhcicnt Lnou lcdge oi lirlrnrllratical
slructulcs ol Frrglish. It elso nlilke thcnl

ersier in their lrliting proccss. r\s I-cki
ard Cirson (in \l Buainlin.2006:S) seid

thal \\tat EFL sluderlts \\ould l]ke to huve

lr.rrrred o'.crrrrc., l"cll'l ll ll'clr \\li lrq

classes is "more l! gualle skills". Ihe
.Il.'..t'il rt,r' ur r. JJirr: : Id \'ll l.ri lll- | r'\i.'
il1 CIRC is an rpproprinle wly. So- 1t can

be iurplcmented in .lunior Iligh School irr

Indorlesia.
The statenreirts rbo!e strcrlglhen
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that CIRC stratcgy is dcsjgr)cd 1l) casc

thc studcnls in writinS dcscriplilc lcxr
ar)d lnakc them wcll ilr l:lcliVcrirlg ideas

Ir \irll.'rr l.,r'm V.,ri"\ '. I r,: \lli.l\-\ i.
al:1, 'urtJhlc ltrr rrrrrhr r1' \.r i r! :r J.rrriL,r

High School.

C]ONCI,USION

Bascd on drc rcsLrll ol Lha rcscarch

and the discussion. it is provcd that thc

experirncntal group huvc bctlcr writing
.bilily rhan thc conLrol group. So. drc

corlclusi{)n is (llRC slralcgy hrs signilicanl
c1lcct on thc scvcnth grad. slLdc ls rvriling
ability tt SMPN l'lunrgrrl Jcrnbcr il lhc
2013,r201 ,1 Acadcnic Yerr.

Il is clcar that C'lR( slmtcg) cen

re\isc and increasc lhe stLulcrrts rvriting
English skill. l'holclore. it is leconrlllcnded
to apply it for other lelcls of lcaming
group. So. it can be a releleltce fol'tcachcts
as leaching procoss models alrd studcnts to

eldch thcir appfoprirle wa) of lcaming
sonlcthillg new.
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