THE PRONUNCIATIONS DIFFICULTIES FACED BY THAI STUDENS IN

JEMBER

Suhainee Wachi
Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember

E-mail:kantorpusat@unmuhjember.ac

ABSTRACT

Wachi, Suhainee. 2020. The Pronunciations Difficulties Faced By Thai Students in Jember.
Thesis, English Education Program, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education of
Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. Advisor: (1) Indah Werdiningsih, M.Pd (2) Taufik
Hidayat, S.Pd, M.TESOL

Keyword: An Error Analysis , Pronunciation Difficulties.

This thesis is study about an analysis of students’ difficulties in pronouncing English words
made by the Thai students across Jember. Most of Thai students have problems in pronouncing
the English vowels and consonants, although they get an English subject in their school and
they cannot master the English pronunciation well. The method used in this study is
descriptive method. The research was carried out at Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember,
Universitas Jember, Institute Agama Islam Negeri Jember. This research committed by 20 Thai
students in Jember. The research is Thai students in Jember, there are 20 students of 156
students to get the data, the writer provides students to read vocabularies in forty (40) words in
the paper. The observation to collect the data from all the students. The researcher finds that
most students face some Pronunciation difficulties faced by Thai Students in pronouncing
English words of the terms in interlingual errors of pronunciation. From the
computation of errors, there are four hundred and thirteen (413) errors made by students all of
800 words. There were three hundred and eighty-seven (387) in the correct pronunciations.

Based on the data
result above, it can be concluded that of analysis difficulties pronunciation committed by Thai
students is mischoiced to pronounce English sounds, the problems that Thai students rarely
speak in English that their reason for speaking English is that they do not have the vocabulary,
it was not brave and not rarely using it. They confused to apply a sound so that they pronounced
the other English sound system. They are afraid to do something wrong in English. the causes
of English difficulties are that the identified source of errors was mainly from the participants'
first language or mother tongue interference, age factor, and phonetic ability.

INTRODUCTION



A language is a tool of communication in everyday life. It is used as a bridge of
communication among people. They can share ideas, interests, opinions, and many other things
through language. Learning English becomes more important because English is one of the
international languages that can be used to communicate with other people in the world.
English students can improve their ability to understand in any knowledge. One of the most
spoken languages in this global world is English. English is a foreign language in Thailand.
English is a language that Thai people use as a foreign language. English is one of the
compulsory subjects that is taught to students from elementary school to the university level.
People are encouraged to learn English, and even their children to start learning English from
kindergarten. The
learners feel like learning English is more difficult because the English language has a different
element with the Thai language.Thai people start to study English from kindergarten school
until higher education levels. Many Thai people think that English is hard to understand,
because of the complexity of English. As a foreign language, it is difficult for beginners. The
different rule of English and Thai languages is the main point of difficulties. English has

complex rules more than Thai. It means that Thai must learn more about English.

METHOD

In this study, the research uses a descriptive qualitative method to analyze the students'
abilities and causes. The focus is on the description of causes that occur in learning
Pronunciation difficulties. The data of the research is qualitative. Data obtained from the
research made by Thai students from the data collecting process. The research is Thai students
who are studying at Jember as Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember, Universitas Jember, and
Institute Agama Islam Negeri Jember. The Consists of 20 Thai students. The data source of
this research is the product of the recording test. This research committed by 20 Thai students

in Jember. The Technique of Collecting the data is a crucial step in doing research. In this



study, the researcher uses a test as the instrument of collecting data. In techniques of collecting
data, the researcher used through recording test ( read the words ) that difficulties of the student
by researcher prepared (40) words written on a paper in each word there was a target sound
e.g. /o/ in the word "different" is pronounce[ 'difrant], also in a word "almond" is pronounced
['a:mond]. There are tools of instruments used in the research. In this research, the writer
provides students to read some vocabulary (40) words in a paper and recordings a tape and

observation to collect the data from all the students.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The result of data covered the result of the recording test. The test was focused on the
pronunciation difficulties in English words. the writer gave the test by the list of 40 in English
words. in vowels are twenties items and consonants are also twenties items. In each vowel and
consonant, there will be 5 words. In the recording process, the writer asked the respondents to
have some practice in reading those 40 words as taken by the writer. then will be the recording
by the writer and the students’ pronunciation was transcribed into phonetic transcription. The
writer transcribed only the pronunciation of vowels and consonants instead of transcribing the
whole pronunciation. The recording test. the researcher intends to analyze the data from the
test given to the Thai students studying in several universities across Jember. It is focused on
identifying and describing the errors made by the students in Pronunciation difficulties in
English words. The researcher uses the types of errors based on the linguistics category to
classify the students’ errors according to either or both the language component or a particular
linguistic constituent the error affects.

The Pronunciation Test of Students in English vowel and consonants /z/-/v/

1. Pronunciation Test of Students in English vowel ‘&’

No

Vocabulary

Dictionary
Transcription

Number of
Students

The correct
Pronunciatio
n

The Incorrect
Pronunciatio
n




1. Salmon ['s;emon] 20 7 13
2. Error ["aers] 20 14 6
3. Available ["aveels bal] 20 11 9
4, Factory [ feektri] 20 11 9
5, Caffeine [ keefin] 20 8 12

2. Pronunciation Test of Students in English vowel ‘A’

Dictionary Number of | The correct | The Incorrect
No | Vocabulary | Transcription | Students | Pronunciation | Pronunciation
1. | Comfortable | [kamftobol] 20 5 15
2. Deluxe [dr'Iaks] 20 15 5
3. Discovery ['dr’skavari] 20 12 8
4, Monk ['mapk] 20 15 5
5. Monkey [ mapki] 20 18 2

3. Pronunciation Test of Students in English vowel ‘o’

Dictionary Number of | The correct | The Incorrect
No | Vocabulary | Transcription | Students | Pronunciation | Pronunciation
1. Asleep ] a'sli:p] 20 15 5
2. Almond ] a:mond], 20 12 8
]"2:mond]
3. Different ] "drfrant] 20 1 19
4. Island ] "arlond] 20 13 7
5. Measure ]'meza(n)] 20 12 8

4. Pronunciation Test of Students in English vowel ‘¢’

No

Vocabulary

Dictionary
Transcription

Number of
Students

The correct
Pronunciation

The Incorrect
Pronunciation




1. Debt ['det] 20 8 12
2. Menu ['menju:] 20 7 13
3. Leonard ['lenard] 20 9 11
4. Berry [beri] 20 15 5
5. Medley ['medli] 20 11 9

5. Pronunciation Test of Students in English consonants ‘H’

Dictionary Number of | The correct | The Incorrect
No | Vocabulary | Transcription | Students | Pronunciation | Pronunciation
1. | Hour [‘avar] 20 14 6
2. | Honour ['onar] 20 13 7
3. | Houston [ 'hyustan ] 20 5 15
4. | Hawaii [ ho'wari] 20 4 16
5. | History [ histoari], 20 10 10

[ "hstri]

6. Pronunciation Test of Students in English consonants ‘S’

Dictionary Number of | The correct | The Incorrect
No | Vocabulary | Transcription | Students | Pronunciation | Pronunciation
i. Stainless ['sternlos] 20 9 11
2. Schedule ['skedzol] 20 9 11
3. Southern ['sadan] 20 10 10
4. Sponge ['span(d)3] 20 5 15
5. Sword ['sord] ,['sowvrd] 20 6 14

7. Pronunciation Test of Students in English consonants ‘R’

No

Vocabulary

Dictionary
Transcription

Number of
Students

The correct
Pronunciation

The Incorrect
Pronunciation




1. | Raider ['rerdar] 20 12 8
2. | Restaurant ['restarant] 20 5 15
3. | Recipe ["'resipi] 20 9 11
4. | Reality ['rraeloti] 20 2 18
5. | Receipt ['r1'si:t] 20 5 15

8. Pronunciation Test of Students in English consonants ‘V’

Dictionary Number of | The correct | The Incorrect
No | Vocabulary | Transcription | Students | Pronunciation | Pronunciation
i. Voucher ['vaotfar] 20 10 10
2. Valley ['veeli] 20 10 10
3. | Volleyball ['valibol] 20 15 5
4. Vegetable ['vedsztobal] 20 14 6
5. Value [ veelyu] 20 11 9

The Frequency of Students’ in the difficulties of pronunciation

No. Target Sounds | Total word | Correct Pron. | Incorrect Pron.
1. Vowel /a/ 100 51 49
2. Vowel /a/ 100 69 31
3. Vowel /of 100 43 57
4. Vowel /e/ 100 49 51
5. Consonant /h/ 100 44 56
6. Consonant /s/ 100 38 62
7. Consonant /r/ 100 33 67
8. Consonant /v/ 100 60 40
Total 800 387 413

The table above shows the frequency of students in the difficulties pronunciation. Based
on the table of data, it can be described that the first is the frequency of English sound /&/. there

were thirty-three (51) correct pronunciations. The rest of them is sixty-seven (49) were wrong.



Second, the frequency of sound /a/. There were sixty-nine (69) correct pronunciations. The rest
of them is thirty-one (31) and were wrong. Third, the frequency of sound /a/. There were forty-
three (43) correct pronunciations. The rest of them is fifty-seven (57) were wrong. Fourth, the
frequency of sound /e/. There were forty-nine (49) correct pronunciations. The rest of them is
fifty-one (51) were wrong. Fifth, the frequency of sound /h/. There were thirty-three (44)
correct pronunciations. The rest of them is sixty-seven (56) were wrong. Sixth, the frequency
of sound /s/. There were thirty-eight (38) correct pronunciations. The rest of them is sixty-two
(62) were wrong. Seventh, the frequency of sound /r/. There were thirty-three (33) correct
pronunciations. The rest of them is sixty-seven (67) were wrong. And last, the frequency of
sound /v/. There were sixty (60) correct pronunciations. The rest of them is forty(40) were
wrong. It can be concluded that the highest frequency of error occurs in the sound of /r/. with
mispronounce is sixty-seven (67). It shows that most students have problems with the
pronunciation of consonant /r/.

CONCLUSION

In the previous chapter, the researcher has analyzed the students of difficulties
pronunciation. The result shows that the Thai students across Jember still make some errors in
pronunciation. The researcher finds that most students face some difficulties faced by Thai
Students in pronouncing English words. Pronunciation in terms of interlingual errors of
pronunciation based on the findings and interpretations, it can be concluded that:

Firsly, The pronunciation errors made by the participants were the replacement of /&/
with /a/, /o/ and /¢/. The changing of /o/ with /a/, /a/ and /e/. The replacement of /a/ with /&/and
/al. The changing of /e/ with /e&e/, /a/. The replacement of /h/ became vowel /a/ is the silent
letter. The changing of /s/ with /f/. The replacement of /r/ with /I/. the switching of /v/ with /w/.
In Thailand does not use English as the mother tongue. Most of students are familiar with

learning Thai. So that's why Thai students always confused with sounds in Thai-English.



Second, This study revealed that the frequent interlingual error of pronunciation made
by the students was the error in /o/ sound of vowels and /r/ sound of consonant. in /a/ sound,
there were 57 errors made by students of 100 words. Most of thai always confuse the sound /a/
with [e] e.g. word /different/ will be /'difforent/, /'difrent/, /' difforen/. in spite of this fact is
/'difrant/. Then, there were 57 errors made by students of 100 words there were 67 errors made
by students of 100 words of the sound of /r/. for example of the word /Reality/ will be /'r1l'liti/,
I'rierajil, I'ri'olliti/. in spite of this fact is /'ri'a&loti/. And the word /Raider/ will pronounce
I'rardor/, I'ri:dar/. in spite of this fact is /'rexdor/. To solve this problem and minimize the errors,
students have to watch native speaker’s pronunciation so it will make them familiar with how
to pronounce English vowels and the students need to pay more attention to how to pronounce
English words correctly. To solve this problem, respondents have to watch native speaker’s

pronunciation so it will make them familiar with how to pronounce English vowels correctly.
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