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“We cannot change the past, so there’s no point of dwelling on it.  

The key to being productive is thinking ahead” 

(Richard Branson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 
 

AGREEMENT 

 

This is to certify that the Sarjana thesis of Kusaiton Sani has been approved by 

the thesis advisors for further appoval by the Board of Examiners. 

Jember, December      2018 

Advisor I 

Dr. Mochamad Hatip, M.Pd. 

NPK. 87 02 165 

 

Jember, December      2018 

Advisor II 

Indah Werdiningsih, M.Pd.     

NIP. 0716088504 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

APPROVAL SHEET 

This is to certify that the Sarjana’s thesis of Kusaiton Sani has been approved by 

the Board of Examination as the requirement for the degree of Sarjana in English 

Language Education on December     , 2018 

 

Board of Examininers, 

Yeni Mardiyana Devanti, M.Pd.    Chair 

NPK. 04 08 455    

Dr. Mochamad Hatip, M.Pd.    Member 

NPK. 87 02 165 

Indah Werdiningsih, M.Pd.    Member 

NIP. 0716088504 

Acknowledged by 

Dean of Faculty of Teacher Training and Education 

Dr. Mochamad Hatip, M.Pd. 

NPK. 87 02 165 

 



vii 
 

PREFACE 

Thanks to Allah for all his blessing and loves. He gave me power to finish 

my thesis. 

My thesis focuses on English reading comprehension difficulties. This 

thesis is written to make the readers understand about the difficulties in reading 

comprehension, especially dealing with that comprehending word, 

comprehending sentence, comprehending paragraph and comprehending text, in 

this case the researcher used investigation of English reading comprehension 

difficulties. 

  The reasons to conduct this research is intended to know “What are the 

main difficulties comprehension encountered by eighth grade students in reading 

comprehension?” 

It may hopefully provide beneficial teaching input for the teacher to apply 

a sufficient the reading comprehension and useful to motivate the students to 

tackle, solve their problems and improve their reading skill. The reseacher realizes 

that this thesis has weakesses and the correction is hoped. 

Jember, December      2018 

The Researcher 

 

 



viii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Glory to Allah SWT, Most Merciful, Most Compassionate that blessed the 

researcher with health and tremendous power to finish this research as a partial 

requirement for getting Sarjana Degree of English Education of Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Jember. 

The researcher would express appreciation to those who have helped, namely: 

1. Dr. Mochamad Hatip, M.Pd as the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

2. Anita Fatimatul Laeli, M.Pd as the Head of English Education Program 

Teacher Training and Education Faculty Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

3. Dr. Mochamad Hatip, M.Pd as my first advisor and Indah Werdiningsih, 

M.Pd. as my second advisor, who have patiently guided me in writing my 

thesis.  

4. All lectures of Teacher Training and Education Faculty Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Jember who have taught and give me valuable knowledge. 

5. Staff of Teacher Training and Education Faculty Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Jember. Thank you for best sevice and your kindness. 

6. Suryadi, S.Pd, M.Si the Headmaster of SMP Muhammadiyah1 Jember who 

gave me permission to do this reseach. 

And also fo those who cannot be mentioned one by one in the report. 

 

Jember, December      2018 

 



ix 
 

DEDICATIONS 

My thesis is honorably dedicated to: 

1. My beloved parents, Abdulrazak Sani and Hamidah Leamisa, who give me 

all their love and support. There is no words can represent my praise and love 

to both of you. You are my inpiration to do the best in my life, your 

difficulties and your tears are spirits for me to do the best. 

2. My beloved brother and sister, Walid Sani, Amanee Sani, Nadeeya Sani and 

Nadirah Sani thank you very much for all your love and support. You are my 

inspiration and spirit to do the best in my life. 

3. All lectures of Teacher Training and Education Faculty Universitas  

Muhammadiyah Jember who have taught me and geve me valuable 

knowledge. 

4. My beloved best friends Tuannuriham thank you for all your love and support 

and also for being a nice partner. 

5. My best friends Ismail, Amas,Surainee, Nurasikeen, Nurhayatee, Rawipa, 

Nuraniza and all my loved friends from Pattani Darussalam in Indonesia, 

especially students from UNMUH family. Thank you for your support. 

6. My beloved almamater Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

COVER ............................................................................................................  i 

TITLE SHEET .................................................................................................  ii 

LOGO ...............................................................................................................  iii 

MOTTO ...........................................................................................................  iv 

AGREEMENT .................................................................................................  v 

APPROVAL SHEET .......................................................................................  vi 

PREFACE ........................................................................................................  vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...............................................................................  viii 

DECICATIONS ...............................................................................................  ix 

TABLE OF CONTENT ...................................................................................  x 

LIST OF TABLES ...........................................................................................  xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................  xiii 

ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  xiv 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of  the Research .........................................................  1 

1.2 The Problem of the Research .........................................................  3 

1.3 The Objective of the Research .......................................................  3 

1.4 Orepationnal Definition .................................................................  3 

1.5 Significance of the Research ..........................................................  4 

1.6 Scope of the Research  ...................................................................  4 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 The Nature of Reading ...................................................................  5 

2.2 Reading Comprehension ................................................................  6 

2.2.1 Word Comprehension .................................................................  8 

2.2.2 Sentence Comprehension ............................................................  9 

2.2.3 Paragraph Comprehension ..........................................................  9 

2.2.4Text Comprehensiom ...................................................................  10 

2.3 Reading Comprehension Difiiculties .............................................  10 

2.3.1 The Difficulties in Understanding the Word Meaning ................  11 

2.3.2 The Difficulties of Sentence Meaning.........................................  12 

2.3.3 The Difficulties of Paragraph ......................................................  12 

2.3.4The Difficulties in Comprehending of Text .................................  13 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 

           3.1 Desigh of the Research....................................................................  14 

           3.2 Research Area .................................................................................  14 

           3.3 Subject of the Research ...................................................................  15 

           3.3.1 Population ....................................................................................  15 

           3.3.2 Sample ..........................................................................................  15 

           3.4 Data Collecting Method ..................................................................  15 

           3.4.1 Test ...............................................................................................  16 

           3.5 Data Analysis Method .....................................................................  17 

CHAPTER IV RESULT OF THE RESEARCH 

           4.1 The Description of the Data ............................................................  18 

           4.2 The result .........................................................................................  19 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION 

           5.1 The Discussion of the Research Result ...........................................  23 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

           61. Conclusion ......................................................................................  25 

           6.2 Suggestions .....................................................................................  25 

           6.2.1 The English Teacher ....................................................................  25 

           6.2.2 The Students .................................................................................  26 

           6.2.3 The Other Researcher ...................................................................  26 

REFERENCES ...............................................................................................  27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 

1. Students’ score of Comprehending ......................................................  42 

2. Students’ Answer of Reading Comprehension Test ............................  43 

3. The result Score of Comprehending ....................................................  44 

4. The Mean Score of Data Analysis .......................................................  48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 

1. Research Matrix ...................................................................................  29 

2. Items of Reading Test ..........................................................................  30 

3. Answer Keys of Reading Test .............................................................  41 

4. Students’ score of Comprehending ......................................................  42 

5. Students’ Answer of Reading Comprehension Test ............................  43 

6. The result Score of Comprehending ....................................................  44 

7. The Mean Score of Data Analysis .......................................................  48 

8. The Students’ Name VIIA ...................................................................  49 

9. Statement of Originality of Sarjana Thesis ..........................................  50 

10. Curriculum Vitae ..................................................................................  51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

27 
 

REFERENCE 

Block, Juel, Graves.(1998). A Study of Factors Affecting EFL Learners’ Reading 

Comprehension Skill and the Strategies for Improvement. International 

Journal of English Linguistics, Vol.6, No.5. 

Devid J, Townsend and Thomas G.Bever. (2001). Improving Reading 

Comprehension Using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) at the Fifth 

Grade Ma’had Assaqafatul Al Islam Thailand. Thesis. Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Jember 

Diamond, Gutlohn. (2006). The Important of Vocabulary in Laguage Learning 

and How to be Taught. International Jornal of Teaching and Education, 

Vol. 3, No. 3. 

Dorkchandra. (2010). Thai Students’ Motivation on English Reading 

Comprehension. International Journal of Education and Reseach, Vol.4, 

No.6. 

Hornby. (1995). The Important of Vocabulary in Laguage Learning and How to 

be Taught. International Jornal of Teaching and Education, Vol. 3, No. 3. 

G.Wooley, B.V. (2011). Reading Comprehension: Assisting Children with 

Learning Difficulties. 

Grellet. (1996). Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension Through Text 

Structure Tasks. Journal of Linguistic and English Teaching, Vol.2, No.1. 

Kate N, Margaret J. S, Charles H. (2011). The Science of Reading a Handbook: 

Children’s Reading Comprehension Difficulties. 

 



28 
 

 
 

Pressley, Birsch. (2011). A Study of Factors Affecting EFL Learners’ Reading 

Comprehension Skill and the Strategies for Improvement. International 

Journal of English Linguistics, Vol.6, No.5. 

Rivers.(1981). Reading Comprehension Difficulties among EFL Learners : The 

cast of the first and second year Students at Yamouk University in Jordan. 

Arab word English Journal (AWEJ) vol. 8, no. 3. 

Shofia. (2001). Reading Comprehension Problems Encounted by The Students of 

Higher Education. Jurnal Computer and Bisnis, vol. 5, no.2. 

Syaodih, N. (2008). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: PT. Remaja 

Rosdakarya 

Sugiyono. (2008). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif, kualitatif dan R&D. 

Sanggam. (2008). Improving Reading Comprehension Using Numbered Heads 

Together (NHT) at the Fifth Grade Ma‟had Assaqafatul Al Islam 

Thailand. Thesis. Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

Vellutino. (2004). A Descriptive Study of Literal Reading Comprehension 

Achievment of the Seventh Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah3 

Rambipuji. Thesis. Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember. 

Yukselir. (2014). EFL Students’ Reading Comprehension Problem: Linguistic and 

Non-Linguistic Complexities. English Education Journal. 

Zainal Arifin, M.Pd.(2012). Penelitian Pendidikan: Methode dan Paradigma 

Baru. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


